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some of your regular abc daytime programs will not be seen today but return tomorrow at their regular times 
four years ago at the u.s capitol it was sunny as warm and inaugural day as there has ever been ronald 
reagan was sworn in for his first term the 40th president of the united states today it is more like january at 
the western front of the capitol along the parade route at the stands in front of the white house the bunting is 
draped all the chairs are in place they will not be used for this is the coldest inaugural day there has ever 
been [Music] this is an abc news special inauguration 85 the beginning of ronald reagan's second term as 
president of the united states reporting from abc news headquarters in washington david brinkley and peter 
jennings good morning and welcome to our coverage of president reagan's second inaugural by now i think 
many of you around the country must think that those of us who've been reporting from washington in the 
last 24 hours imagine ourselves as weather forecasters yes it is bitterly cold here and david uh it has been 
badly disrupted it has indeed we will still see mr reagan take his oath and he will still make his inaugural 
speech but there will be no parade because at 15 or 20 below the valves freeze on a trumpet the slide 
freezes on a trombone and not even benny goodman can play a clarinet with mittens on so about all you can 
play in this kind of weather is a drum and a glockenspiel which is not very exciting music here's what it looks 
like outside the west side of the capitol looking at all of those empty chairs a hundred and forty thousand 
people were actually invited and about one in fourteen thousand are 
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and about one in fourteen thousand are now going to join this uh public ceremony because the inauguration 
is of course going to proceed inside the rotunda of the capital this great masterpiece of the capitol building 
itself and there you see it with the marine band inside now we don't i must confess at this point even know 
how people finally were invited to join this particular ceremony this morning a lot of people in hotels around 
the city simply got calls this morning and we're told to report to their senator's office and so we will uh have to 
have a look david as the day goes on to see who finally made it in so 139 000 people will not see the 
swearing in as they expected sam donaldson is in the rotunda the capital wandering around talking to people 
taking notes sam some of us are here as you observe there are only about a thousand people that can pack 
into this great rotunda members of the house have already gathered the members of the senate are coming 
in right now and there are a few members of the general public uh wedged in here or there you see the uh 
the podium now from which the president will take the oath for a second time yesterday of course he took it 
at the white house he takes it again here and delivers his inaugural address he got up this morning a little 
late officials at the white house say that he uh mrs reagan rose about 7 30 which is late for him and they had 
breakfast on trays in the family quarter and then of course he's gone to church now he'll be coming up here 
in just a very few minutes uh he'll be in a holding room for a while and of course precisely at the stroke of uh 


noon he will take the oath of office again from chief with justice burger there you see the marine band playing 
and when the marine band plays here you can't even hear yourself think peter sam thank you very much uh 
you pointed out what the president's morning has been like we will have all of the ceremonies this morning 
and the president is going to leave the white house shortly we'll be right back now we're on the north portico 
of the white house the side facing pennsylvania avenue with a kind of ugly glassed in box there 
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box there to keep the cold out the joint congressional committee has come to the white house to escort the 
president to the capitol to take the oath he comes now they've sat inside for a few minutes had coffee they 
will ride up the avenue to the capitol where he will take the oath in closed cars obviously not convertibles 
which they would have done anyway david i think that they've been uh nice weather because of the security 
factor mrs reagan there uh we're seeing for the first time today coming out of the white house though she 
went to church with the president across lafayette square this morning wearing that blue she's made the 
point of saying that while red is one of her favorite colors she has worn that blue to reflect how all of the 
states showed up in blue on election night on the election maps on the networks as the reagan victory was 
displayed across the country this today of course not only a signal of continuity in the country but also a 
victory party for the republicans as the president and the joint congressional committee for inaugural affairs 
now leaves the white house to drive this 1.5 miles along pennsylvania avenue what would have been the 
parade route to the capitol for the first time ever a president going to be inaugurated publicly inside the 
rotunda that's cadillac he's 21 feet long like a tugboat even before all of this weather descended on the city 
david we had some inkling of it yesterday when during your program the vice president and mr reagan came 
out on the north particle briefly and you could see their breath positively standing in the air there was 
enormous concern for security and this great presidential limousine is but the latest acquisition in a city which 
has been uh sadly very conscious of security and we may get some sense of that as this five-car motorcade 
proceeds along pennsylvania avenue past the empty stands which would at this point have been filled 
undoubtedly 


00:06:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=xBYQePN_UgM&t=360s 





filled undoubtedly had the weather been any better one of the one of the pleasures i would guess of being 
president of the united states is that you never sit in a traffic jam and you never stop for a red light well 
certainly the rest of us do whenever the president comes to new york city for example to attend the united 
nations or to come to the waldorf astoria which is his favorite hotel to come and make a speech at the city 
gets absolutely and totally tied up and it does here as well the streets as you see have some resemblance to 
an ice hockey rink weather's terrible roger peterson has been looking into the weather in past inaugurals 
roger what'd you find out bad inaugural weather is nothing new they're still talking about the rain at william 
henry harrison's inauguration in 1841 harrison caught pneumonia and died 31 days later until today ulysses s 
grant's inaugural in 1869 was the coldest on record 16 degrees and windy but no one measured wind chill in 
those days at grant's inaugural ball guests shivered champagne froze and canaries brought in for 
decorations froze to death on the morning of his inauguration in 1909 president taft noted i always said it 
would be a cold day when i got to be president and it was there was nicey blizzard that knocked out 
communications on the railroads the swearing was moved inside the capitol but the parade went as 
scheduled it rained on franklin roosevelt's parade in 1937 the wettest inaugural on record but fdr decided if 
the crowd could brave the elements so could he and he insisted in riding in an open car cold weather cooled 
what was supposed to be camelot in 1961 when john kennedy worn in heaters keeping dignitaries warm 
caught poet robert frost's coat on fire briefly snow that clogged the city had to be cleared by the army to 
make way for the parade it was another cold day seven years ago when jimmy carter took office 28 degrees 
but the sun was shining and carter surprised everyone by walking from the capitol to the white house 
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from the capitol to the white house and four years ago politics and the weather changed dramatically 
president reagan began his first term on the warmest inaugural day on record spring in january 56 degrees 
quite a contrast from today but this weather at least put a temporary end to all those reports that washington 
produces little except hot air gentlemen thank you roger now here's the presidential motorcade proceeding 
from the white house to the capitol of pennsylvania avenue along the way they will pass a lot of bleacher 
seats put up over the last several weeks and tickets to them sold now they will not be used they're all 
covered with ice and the people who bought the tickets can turn them in and get a refund yeah everybody's 
scrambling around david to uh to compensate for this weather and to be perfectly frank everybody's flying 
with the seat of their pants today we're not even together at this point sure how the day is going to end 
though we know there's going to be some kind of we the people or we the fewer people celebration as 
president reagan had hoped all this talk about the weather incidentally is not just a matter of uh hastily 
gathered trivia you look at any any book or any history of inaugurals in this country you'll find have only been 
32 clear ones they've always had some impact and by and large weather has been such a negative factor in 
inaugurals uh over our history that it's come to be known as inaugural weather at least by washingtonians 
reynold walker who is the chairman of making all these arrangements he's a sort of cecil b demille or pt 
barnum said this morning i wish i could cry i don't think he did roger peterson is outside at the capitol it really 
isn't uh quite as bad as you might think it is out here the sun shining brightly there isn't too much of a breeze 
but the temperature is low enough so that after you've been here for 5 or 10 or 15 minutes you start to feel it 
and then you keep feeling it more and more and more as you go as you see we've got 25 000 empty seats 
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as you see we've got 25 000 empty seats here and there was room for another 120 000 standees nobody 
had another except about 100 people from out of town who said they didn't think it was that cold and why 
couldn't they go in and look around the police officers told them that everything was closed down going 
inside and i could stay out by the capitol watch parade if they'd like the parade of the president arriving and 
departing which is about all they're going to see roger thanks very much i want to point out roger is a devoted 
skier and so as i'm sure determine not let us know he's not the only one one of the more colorful participants 
in the inaugural parade today were going to be the huskies and their dog sleds or the drivers of the dog sleds 
and their huskies from alaska they are absolutely put out and making no bones about the fact that they think 
the weather here in washington is nothing compared to what they are accustomed to they sounded a little 
warm and even a lot of the students who have come here with the many bands from around the country and 
who are deeply disappointed uh were hatching plans some of them i heard this morning to perhaps just 
march down pennsylvania avenue anyway it depends on where they came from i suppose that's perfect it 
came from minnesota and wisconsin anywhere in the midwest you will not think it is terribly bad the day i 
might add it is in the 40s not as cold as it is here presidential motorcade as we said five cars of them 
essentially this is the presidential escort the uh the inaugural committee's escort led today by senator charles 
matthias from maryland who's the chairman of the committee tip o'neill who is the uh speaker of the house 
representative jim o'neill robert dole who's the majority leader in the senate all escorting the president as is 
tradition from the white house up to the law library entrance at the east side of the capitol across from the 
supreme court which has been in session today president mrs reagan getting out now and being met by larry 
smith who is the sergeant of arms of the senate and jack 
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of the senate and jack russ who is the sergeant of arms in the house and mike von fremd is there uh for us 
mike peter he's just walking in now this is what's called the law library entrance the president with speaker 
o'neill is going in the security here has been incredibly tight as a matter of fact uh mayor marion barry the dc 
mayor tried to get in that exact same entrance just a few minutes ago and uh he was politely told mr mayor 
no thanks uh you can't come in here this is the president's entrance perhaps they're still a little upset with the 
mayor over the weather that he uh he has turned out in washington to stay uh and so now he's inside and 
we'll go back to you gentlemen thank you mike the president is going to go into a holding room for a few 
minutes now while the actual inauguration ceremony gets completely established and everybody gets in 


place and we'll be right back on a cold january morning the capital of the west side of the capitol the 
president now inside there in a holding room while not as many people as would like to have attended wait 
inside the rotunda itself for this public inauguration in just a few minutes wander around washington today in 
and out of hotels and inside of the stores you will find besides women exchanging their mink coats for 
thermal underwear a great many disappointed people who had come here from all across the country and in 
some places from overseas to attend this inauguration everybody however is trying to put a good face on it 
not the least of whom is senator matthias who planned it all well it's still going to be a very impressive and 
dignified and important occasion uh through your help on television millions of people around the world 
millions of americans will see it and participate in it the program will go forward exactly as we had planned it 
it'll just be on a different stage well except that you had yesterday what was supposed to be a very private 
ceremony with the public in effect invited today 
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with the public in effect invited today now all of a sudden the public can't see it either originally or that's that's 
the great disappointment and i'm sure it's disappointment to the president and i know it's a disappointment to 
me and to mrs mathias who's been very much involved to members of the committee but that is one of the 
lessons of mankind man proposes and god disposes when it began to appear the outdoor events could not 
be held because of the weather something else had to be planned and in the middle of all of this was jim lake 
who was press secretary of the presidential inaugural committee mr like tell us about what you all did 
yesterday and how this decision finally was made well yesterday morning david the president was concerned 
and for an event that we had scheduled last night at the jefferson memorial he asked the staff to look at the 
possibility of canceling that and early yesterday morning the decision was made to cancel that event 
because of the gusting winds and the wind chill factor being so significantly low that precipitated decision 
making and examination throughout the day of weather conditions getting medical opinions about what 
would take place today and the staff as we developed our information got inputs from the various sources we 
finally got together around four o'clock yesterday afternoon at blair house and came up with the 
recommendation to the president that was then conveyed to him by uh ron walker the chairman and several 
others uh making the recommendation that the parade be cancelled and that the recommendation be made 
to the joint congressional committee so mr lake's gonna be interrupting what are you gonna do instead uh 
everybody's wondering about this we the people celebration this afternoon well we're all very disappointed 
about it uh the president and all of us at the inaugural committee are most disappointed about the young 
people who have worked so hard and had their hearts broken about this great opportunity they saw to 
participate in this historically but you 
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participate in this historically but you are going to so we are going to have for them out at the capitol center a 
local establishment here that will house all of the parade participants the military as well as the civilian 
parade participants uh in an event that will include the president the vice president and and a brief program 
that will give some an occasion to show their stuff for the president and all to see and hear and visit with the 
president mr lake i'd like to pass on a request or at least a query i got last night in one of the hotels are 
people to get their money back yes i we have put out an announcement early this morning with specific 
information that people will receive their money back upon request of the inaugural committee uh submitted 
by february the 10th and uh we will expedite the handling of that as fast as we can sorry to end on a crash no 
thanks mr lake thank you very much a lot of uh particularly young people who came here to march ina 
parade and play horns and this and that are disappointed obviously dean reynolds has been talking to some 
of them dean the bands have been practicing for months from georgia to california from connecticut to illinois 
just something that not a lot of people get to do in their lifetime and after the town's giving us so so much 
support and everything we really don't want to let anybody down the floats were stapled into place the 
workmen worked their magic into the night on the reviewing stands that go up and come down punctually 
every four years everything was taking shape when the thermometer abruptly checked out it is serious 
weather or not to be fooled around with and it is cold well i mean it's going to be tomorrow morning as cold 


as we've seen in a long time yes that's washington not wausau predicted wind chill factor for parade time 25 
below frostbite became a topic of conversation paving the way for the melancholy presidential decision read 
by an inaugural official late 
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read by an inaugural official late sunday nancy and i are disappointed that the weather in washington caused 
this change but the health and safety of those attending and working at these outdoor events must come 
before any celebrations the change of course is the cancellation of the parade it went down hard i don't think 
it's cold at all it's chilly but not cold [Music] a hawaiian drill team was making well making the best of things 
but their disappointment wasn't quite as keen nice place to visit but i don't think we could live here not for 
very long and a georgia flag twirler was just plain candid about the cold i could still feel my feet but barely but 
by this morning the mood had brightened as work proceeded on the somewhat ironic transformation of a 
nearby hockey rink into the setting for a substitute inaugural extravaganza to be witnessed by the president 
something to write home about after all gentlemen there's some who thought it wasn't too cold but after two 
three hours out in the cold on pennsylvania avenue now we are back in the rotunda at the capitol where the 
president shortly will take the oath of office that's um chief justice warren berger and mrs berger he will 
administer the oath mrs bush and barbara as well give you some idea david of the magnitude of the 
disappointment just to reflect a little bit on what dean reynolds was saying there were 11 500 participants in 
this year's inaugural parade on top of those people who are presently here in the rotunda and there were 57 
bands scheduled to play we'll hear some of them this afternoon but that is just how many people have been 
disappointed by the weather chief justice will administer the oath that is custom but is not required anybody 
could administer the oath the captain of a ship licensed to perform marriages could administer the oath 
anybody who's actually qualified 
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actually qualified notary republican right yeah no republic swore in calvin coolidge happened to be his father 
but he was a notary anybody could do it but it's the chief justice looking at the rotunda this uh as i said before 
centerpiece of capital life where we not too many months ago dwelled and concentrated our attention as the 
unknown soldier from vietnam lay in state we're now waiting for president reagan and mrs reagan and the 
vice president to come and take their public oaths of office reminding you again as most of you probably 
know the president mr bush were officially sworn in yesterday at noon as the constitution calls for on the 20th 
of january there was a time when inaugurations were held in march giving legislators and george bush 
leaders of congress coming in there from around the country a chance to get back to washington when 
transportation was not so easy a great many people i suspect wishing were still done in march this rotunda is 
huge there's been some very sad scenes in there over the years statesmen who have died lay in state there 
on public file through mrs reagan twenty of our national leaders have laying in state there and we'll be right 
back after these messages and a word from your local station [Music] when bathroom soap scum acts tough 
get tough act when bathroom water spots act tough get tough act tough act is the heavy-duty bathroom 
cleaner that foams and cleans without abrasives no scratching and no scrubbing so for heavy duty cleaning 
get tough act 
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cleaning get tough act trigger spray our new aerosol it's a tough act to follow tristan versus activate against 
sinus cold miseries both people have sinus congestion and pain the pressure is terrible i'll try wrist hand with 
pressure i'll take actifed both activfed and drystan have effective medicines for sinus pressure and sneezing 
but tristan has an extra medicine to relieve sinus pain relief actifed i feel better but my sinus is still hurt no 
congestion no pressure no sinus pain dristan works gristan extra medicine for more sinus cold relief tuesday 
to make ends meet welcome to the home of the flying finger jack takes a job as a sushi chef on three's a 
crowd then tony defends angela's honor he said you were two big shrimp you sucked your way to the top 
then he got nasty who's the boss all starting at eight seven central tomorrow nash is back oh yes i might 


have known is this true it's a bunch of hooey i can't believe it what's going on bash is back that's what's going 
on that's what's going on it's pretty neat trick they won't get away with it sure we will and we want everyone 
to know you can catch the wacky 4077 weeknights at 10 30 on channel 2 hence this professional 
promotional announcement horse hockey what do you expect with very little talent and only five minutes 
preparation anything i could add would be of little consequence i won't argue with you there frank you know 
for us there's nothing like hitting the back roads and getting off the beaten path channel two's george jones 
knows the feeling he was born in this part of the country he appreciates the good times and he understands 
your concerns so when it comes to news i guess you could say george jones has got a natural knack for 
making things easy for you to understand on channel 2 news george jones he's involved first for you 
weeknights at five and ten on nashville's channel two let's get involved together it's nothing short of 
miraculous researchers are finally discovering a way to prevent diabetes in animals 
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way to prevent diabetes in animals the juvenile diabetes foundation is convinced that a cure for people can't 
be far behind a cure that's why they need your help now more than ever the juvenile diabetes foundation 
really can eliminate the nation's third largest killer but it's not just a matter of time it's a matter of money the 
juvenile diabetes foundation there's a cure and we'll find it dallas weekdays at 4 on nashville's channel 2. 
behind us uh the weather notwithstanding one of the truly great views in this capital the west face of the 
capital looking uh from uh up the mall uh from the direction of the washington monument of the lincoln 
memorial and there the rotunda itself ladies and gentlemen president of the united states and the president 
[Music] right president dean is quoted in by speaker tip o'neill and senator matthias from maryland who is the 
chairman of this inauguration committee warm applause to begin a ceremony which we are not even 
absolutely certain will be the same as it would have been outside business suits this year as opposed to 
morning coats four years ago he's got a red white and blue necktie on perfectly appropriate mr vice president 
fellow citizens we celebrate today the 50th inauguration of a president and vice president of the united states 
and the beginning of a presidential term 
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and the beginning of a presidential term that brings us to the threshold of the third century of american 
constitutional government i will ask the reverend timothy s healey president of georgetown university to offer 
the invocation let us offer this prayer for the president and vice president and their families for the people and 
government of these united states for men and women of good will everywhere captive and free who watch 
us today please join me in saying the words our lord taught us our father who art in heaven hallowed be thy 
name thy kingdom come thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven give us this day our daily bread and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us and lead us not into temptation but 
deliver us from evil for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever amen miss jesse 
norman will now sing simple gifts one of the songs in aaron copeland's old american songs jesse norman an 
extremely well-known and well thought of american opera singer who sung all over the world 
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[Applause] and when we find ourselves in the place [Music] [Laughter] [Music] weeks [Music] [Laughter] 
[Music] and when we find ourselves in the place just [Music] is [Music] [Applause] and when we find 
ourselves 
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and when we find ourselves in the place just right [Music] [Applause] [Music] is [Music] this may not have 
david as a formal or telegenic look about it but it has a rather informal almost uncertain quality of earlier 
inaugurations people just gathered around it's more of a family quality it almost looks like one of those old 
engravings from philadelphia and the statesman gathered to draw up a constitution jesse norman who has 
been one of the great operatic ambassadors for this country again senator matthias i now ask rabbi alfred 


gottschalk president of hebrew union college of cincinnati to offer a prayer we the people turn to you o god in 
prayer we have come again to this place which stirs our hearts to reaffirm the highest ideals of our nation the 
sacred oaths about to be pronounced in your name reflect the awesome responsibilities entrusted to our 
president and vice president by the american people 
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people may you who are the rock of ages guide them in protecting the constitution of our beloved 
commonwealth founded in faith which ensures unity without uniformity sustain them oh god as they advance 
the american way which gives to bigotry no sanction to malevolence no hope oh source of all life enshrine in 
their hearts the knowledge that all are created in your image and that life your gift to us is sacred inspire our 
leaders to defeat hunger and hurt to promote compassion and to find successful ways to assure the weak 
their share of america's promise in humility we pray that this opportunity for renewal will advance 
reconciliation in the family of nations guaranteeing peace in our world and tranquility in the farthest reaches 
of our universe may those who follow us our children and our children's children bless our president and vice 
president their families and all those associated with them in government and may all remember this time 
and this administration as that in which their future was made secure oh god may you who makes peace in 
high places help us here on earth to find the way to peace blessed are you 
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the way to peace blessed are you oh god oh shalom grantor of peace amen justice potter stewart will 
administer the oath of office to the vice president justice stewart who of course is retired for them from the 
supreme court and was replaced by sandra day o'connor president reagan's nominee he swore mr bush in 
1981 1981 they'll use the same bible they used then bible given to them by the lord walker bush i george 
herbert walker bush do solemnly swear do you solemnly swear that i will support and defend the constitution 
of the united states that i will support and defend the constitution of the united states against all enemies 
foreign and domestic against all enemies foreign and domestic that i will bear true faith and allegiance to this 
i will bear true faith and allegiance to the same that i take this oath this obligation freely that i take this 
obligation freely without any mental reservation without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion the 
purpose of evasion i will well and faithfully discharge that i will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the 
office the duties of the office on which i'm about to enter on which i'm about to enter so help you god so help 
me god we make a great deal of the presidential oath the vice presidential oath is actually the same one as 
all members of the cabinet swear when they are sworn into office on behalf of president george bush 61 
years old the 43rd vice president of the united states a lot of politicians have poked fun at the office of vice 
president i believe it was hubert humphrey who when he was sworn in said i now join the ranks of daniel 
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said i now join the ranks of daniel tompkins george dallas hannibal hamlin and garrett hobart the university of 
maryland chorus under the direction of dr paul trevor will now sing the first section of randall thompson's 
testament of freedom [Music] foreign [Music] r [Music] oh [Music] is [Music] at the same time [Music] 
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[Music] is [Music] is [Applause] [Music] so [Music] oh [Music] foreign [Music] uh [Music] is [Music] 
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uh [Music] the university of maryland chorus state which senator matthias represents singing testament of 
freedom certainly the words will be familiar at least to jeffersonian scholars because the words are from the 
writings of president jefferson i will now ask the president's own pastor the reverend don muma of belair 
presbyterian church to offer a prayer you may recognize reverend from 1981 let us all unite in prayer spirit of 
the living god fall afresh on us come father with cleansing power and remove all things from us that would 


impede your purpose and thwart your plan forgive our pride and arrogance before each other and other 
nations of the world may we with godly grace weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who work for 
a just and free world 
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just and free world grant us o father the courage and the compassion to stand in solidarity with the poor the 
needy the dispossessed and the disadvantaged may the president and vice president of these united states 
and all who stand with him in his desire for peace receive first the peace of christ and in all things seek first 
not the kingdom of plenty or the kingdom of political superiority but may they seek humbly first the kingdom 
of god and his righteousness in the name of the king even jesus christ our lord we pray amen amen and now 
we come to the actual swearing-in of the president justice will now administer the oath to the president 
second time in 24 hours and chief justice warren berger fifth time he has administered the oath of office for 
president of the united states this is for the nation and much of the world to participate in a fuller way than 
yesterday to raise your right hand and repeat after me i ronald reagan do solemnly swear i ronald reagan do 
solemnly swear that i will faithfully execute and i will faithfully execute the office of president of the united 
states the office of president of the united states and will to the best of my ability will the best of my ability 
preserve protect and defend preserve protect and defend the constitution of the united states the constitution 
of the united states so help me god 
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so help me god [Music] a mere 35 words but there are a few 25 word phrases as important set up in article 2 
of the constitution and the word so help me god is not part of it students of history recall that after his 
inauguration it was george washington who simply added the word so help me god they're not called for in 
the constitution every president i think but one david has added it ever since one said affirm for some 
obscure religious reason i don't know anyway those 35 words are all the constitutional points for an 
inauguration the rest of it is embellishment which you can add if you like senator matthias chief justice burger 
vice president bush speaker o'neill senator dole reverend clergy and members of my family and friends and 
my fellow citizens this day has been made brighter with the presence here of one who for a time has been 
absent senator john stennis god bless you and welcome back there is however one who is not with us today 
representative gillis long of louisiana left us last night and i wonder if we could all join in a moment of silent 
prayer 
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amen there are no words to adequate to express my thanks for the great honor that you've bestowed on me 
i'll do my utmost to be deserving of your trust this is as senator matthias told us the 50th time that we the 
people have celebrated this historic occasion when the first president george washington placed his hand 
upon the bible he stood less than a single day's journey by horseback from raw untamed wilderness there 
were four million americans in a union of thirteen states today we are sixty times as many in the union of fifty 
states we've lighted the world with our inventions gone to the aid of mankind wherever in the world there was 
a cry for help journeyed to the moon and safely returned so much has changed and yet we stand together as 
we did two centuries ago when i took this oath four years ago i did so in a time of economic stress voices 
were raised saying that we had to look to our past for the greatness and glory but we the present-day 
americans are not given to looking backward in this blessed land there is always a better tomorrow four 
years ago i spoke to you of a new beginning and we have accomplished that but in another sense our new 
beginning is a continuation of that beginning created two centuries ago when for the first time in history 
government the people said was not our master it is our servant it's only power that which we the people 
allow it to have that system has never failed us 
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that system has never failed us but for a time we failed the system we asked things of government that 
government was not equipped to give we yielded authority to the national government that property belonged 
to states or to local governments or to the people themselves we allowed taxes and inflation to rob us of our 
earnings and savings and watch the great industrial machine that had made us the most productive people 
on earth slow down in the number of unemployed increase by 1980 we knew it was time to renew our faith to 
strive with all our strength toward the ultimate individual freedom consistent with an orderly society we 
believed then and now there are no limits to growth and human progress when men and women are free to 
follow their dreams and we were right and we were right to believe that tax rates have been reduced inflation 
cut dramatically and more people are employed than ever before in our history we are creating a nation once 
again vibrant robust and alive but there are many mountains yet to climb we will not rest until every american 
enjoys the fullness of freedom dignity and opportunity as our birthright it is our birthright as citizens of this 
great republic and if we meet this challenge these will be years when americans have restored their 
confidence and tradition of progress when our values of faith family work and neighborhood were restated for 
a modern age when our economy was finally freed from government's grip when we made sincere efforts at 
meaningful arms reductions and by rebuilding our defenses our economy 
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rebuilding our defenses our economy and developing new technologies helped preserve peace in a troubled 
world when america courageously supported the struggle for individual liberty self-government and free 
enterprise throughout the world and turned the tide of history away from totalitarian darkness and into the 
warm sunlight of human freedom my fellow citizens our nation is poised for greatness we must do what we 
know is right and do it with all our might let history say of us these were golden years when the american 
revolution was reborn when freedom gained new life and america reached for her best our two-party system 
has solved us served as i should say well over the years but never better that in those times of great 
challenge when we came together not as democrats or republicans but as americans united in a common 
cause two of our founding fathers a boston lawyer named adams and a virginia planter named jefferson 
members of that remarkable group who met in independence hall and dared to think they could start the 
world over again left us an important lesson they had become in the years then in government bitter political 
rivals in the politic presidential election of 1800 then years later when both were retired and age had softened 
their anger they began to speak to each other again through letters 
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through letters a bond was re-established those two who had helped create this government of ours in 1826 
the 50th anniversary of the declaration of independence they both died they died on the same day within a 
few hours of each other and that day was the fourth of july in one of those letters exchanged in the sunset of 
their lives jefferson wrote it carries me back to the times when beset with difficulties and dangers we were 
fellow laborers in the same cause struggling for what is most valuable to man his right of self-government 
laboring always at the same or with some wave ever ahead threatening to overwhelm us and yet passing 
harmless we rode through the storm with heart and hand well with heart in hand let us stand as one today 
one people under god determined that our future shall be worthy of our past as we do we must not repeat the 
well-intentioned errors of our past we must never again abuse the trust of working men and women by 
sending their earnings on a feudal chase after the spiraling demands of a bloated federal establishment you 
elected us in 1980 to end this prescription for disaster and i don't believe you re-elected us in 1984 to 
reverse course at the heart of our efforts is one idea vindicated by 25 straight months of economic growth 
freedom and incentives unleash the drive and entrepreneurial genius that are the core of human progress we 
have begun to increase the rewards 
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we have begun to increase the rewards for work savings and investment reduce the increase in the cost and 
size of government and its interference in people's lives we must simplify our tax system make it more fair 
and bring the rates down for all who work and earn we must think anew and move with a new boldness so 
every american who seeks work can find work so the least among us shall have an equal chance to achieve 
the greatest things to be heroes who'd heal our sick feed the hungry protect peace among nations and leave 
this world a better place the time has come for a new american apparent emancipation a great national drive 
to tear down economic barriers and liberate the spirit of enterprise in the most distressed areas of our 
country my friends together we can do this and do it we must so help me god from new freedom will spring 
new opportunities for growth a more productive fulfilled and united people and a stronger america an 
america that will lead the technological revolution and also open its mind and heart and soul to the treasuries 
of literature music and poetry and the values of faith courage and love a dynamic economy with more 
citizens working and paying taxes will be our strongest tool to bring down budget deficits but in all an almost 
unbroken fifty years of deficit spending has finally brought us to a time of reckoning we've come to a turning 
point a moment for hard decisions i have asked the cabinet my staff a question and now i put the same 
question to all of you [Music] if not us who and if not now when it must be done by all of us 
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when it must be done by all of us going forward with a program aimed at reaching a balanced budget we can 
then begin reducing the national debt i will shortly submit a budget to the congress aimed at freezing 
government program spending for the next year beyond this we must take further steps to permanently 
control government's power to tax and spend we must act now to protect future generations from 
government's desire to spend its citizens money and tax them into servitude when the bills come due let us 
make it unconstitutional for the federal government to spend more than the federal government takes 
[Applause] in we have already started returning to the people into state and local governments 
responsibilities better handled by them now there is a place for the federal government in matters of social 
compassion but our fundamental goals must be to reduce dependency and upgrade the dignity of those who 
are infirm or disadvantaged and here a growing economy and support from family and community offer our 
best chance for a society where compassion is a way of life where the old and infirm are cared for the young 
and yes the unborn protected and the unfortunate looked after and made self-sufficient [Applause] there is 
another area where the federal government can play a part as an older american i remember a time when 
people of different race creed or 
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when people of different race creed or ethnic origin in our land found hatred and prejudice installed in social 
custom and yes in law there's no story more heartening in our history than the progress that we've made 
toward the brotherhood of man that god intended for us let us resolve there will be no turning back or 
hesitation on the road to an america rich in dignity and abundant with opportunity for all our citizens let us 
resolve that we the people will build an american opportunity society in which all of us white and black rich 
and poor young and old will go forward together arm in arm again let us remember that though our heritage 
is one of bloodlines from every corner of the earth we are all americans pledged to carry on this last best 
hope of man on earth [Applause] i have suppose i've spoken of our domestic goals and the limitations we 
should put on our national government now let me turn to a task that is the primary responsibility of national 
government the safety and security of our people today we utter no prayer more fervently than the ancient 
prayer for peace on earth yet history has shown that peace does not come nor will our freedom be preserved 
by good will alone there are those in the world who scorn our vision of human dignity and freedom one nation 
the soviet union has conducted the greatest military buildup in the history of man building arsenals of 
awesome offensive weapons we've made progress in restoring our 
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we've made progress in restoring our defense capability but much remains to be done there must be no 
wavering by us nor any doubts by others that america will meet her responsibilities to remain free secure and 
at peace there is only one way safely and legitimately to reduce the cost of national security and that is to 
reduce the need for it and this we're trying to do in negotiations with the soviet union we're not just 
discussing limits on a further increase of nuclear weapons we seek instead to reduce their number we seek 
the total elimination one day of nuclear weapons from the face of the earth now for decades we and the 
soviets have lived under the threat of mutual assured destruction if either resorted to the use of nuclear 
weapons the other could retaliate and destroy the one who had started it is there either logic or morality in 
believing that if one side threatens to kill tens of millions of our people our only recourse is to threaten killing 
tens of millions of theirs i have approved a research program to find if we can a security shield that will 
destroy nuclear missiles before they reach their target it wouldn't kill people it would destroy weapons it 
wouldn't militarize space it would help demilitarize the arsenals of earth it would render nuclear weapons 
obsolete 
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it would render nuclear weapons obsolete we will meet with the soviets hoping that we can agree on a way to 
rid the world of the threat of nuclear destruction we strive for peace and security heartened by the changes 
all around us since the turn of the century the number of democracies in the world has grown four-fold 
human freedom is on the march and nowhere more so than our own hemisphere freedom is one of the 
deepest and noblest aspirations of the human spirit people worldwide hunger for the right of self- 
determination for those inalienable rights that make for human dignity and progress america must remain 
freedom's staunchest friend for freedom is our best ally [Laughter] and it is the world's only hope to conquer 
poverty and preserve peace every blow we inflict against poverty will be a blow against its dark allies of 
oppression and war every victory for human freedom will be a victory for world peace so we go forward today 
a nation still mighty in its youth and powerful in its purpose with our alliances strengthened with our economy 
leading the world to a new age of economic expansion we look to a future rich in possibilities and all of this is 
because we worked and acted together not as members of political parties but as americans my friends we 
we live in a world that's lit by lightning so much is changing and will change but so much endures and 
transcends time history is a ribbon always unfurling history is a journey and as we continue our journey we 
think of those who traveled before us we stand again at the steps of this symbol 
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again at the steps of this symbol of our democracy or we would have been standing at the steps if it hadn't 
gotten so cold now we're standing inside this symbol of our democracy and we see and hear again the 
echoes of our past a general falls to his knees in the hard snow of valley forge a lonely president paces the 
darkened halls and powers ponders his struggle to preserve the union the men of the alamo call out 
encouragement to each other a settler pushes west and sings a song and the song echoes out forever and 
fills the unknowing air it is the american sound it is hopeful big-hearted idealistic daring decent and fair that's 
our heritage that's our song we sing it still for all our problems our differences we are together as of old we 
raise our voices to the god who is the author of this most tender music and may he continue to hold us close 
as we fill the world with our sand sound in unity affection and love one people under god dedicated the 
dream of freedom that he has placed in the human heart called upon now to pass that dream on to a waiting 
and a hopeful world god bless you and may god bless america the reagan second inaugural speech the first 
second inaugural speech george washington was 135 words long this is about a minute or two [Applause] 
seemed to have a different tone seen to 
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seemed to have a different tone seen to be gentler kinder softer maybe the fevers of ambition to reform the 
world have been cooled a bit by four years of discovery and some disappointment some notable differences 
david i think from the first one certainly the inauguration address of a very confident man a poll showing the 


other day who has the favor of 69 of the american people i will ask the reverend peter gomes minister in the 
in the memorial church at harvard university to pronounce the benediction following the benediction these 
proceedings will be concluded by the playing of the national anthem by the marine corps band let us pray 
almighty god who has given us this good land for our heritage we humbly beseech thee that we may always 
prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will bless our land with honorable industry 
sound learning and pure manners save us from discord violence and confusion and the frailty of our own 
hearts defend our liberties preserve our unity and fashion into one united people the multitudes brought 
hither out of many kindreds and tongues in do with the spirit of wisdom prudence and fortitude the president 
and the vice 
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fortitude the president and the vice president of these united states and all those to whom is entrusted the 
authority of government to the end that justice and peace may flourish at home and abroad make us with 
them equal to our high trusts reverent in the use of freedom just in the exercise of power generous in the 
protection of weakness may wisdom and compassion be the stability of our times and our deepest trust in 
thee in whom we live and move and have our being unto thee oh lord we ascribe all honor and glory and in 
thanksgiving and in hope we commend now to thy eternal protection ourselves our nation and our world 
amen [Music] 
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[Music] [Applause] states marine band played by playing the national actor as you point out david they 
played for every president except george washington referred to usually as the president's own formed back 
in 1798 by congress it's the oldest musical organization of any nature in this country the scheduled miracles 
for gathering in these in statuary hall which as you face the front east front of the capitol is to the left where 
they will have lunch about 200 of them and this is matthias wife of senator matthias planned the menu this i 
like what you said earlier david about the uh about the move here really does look rather like an engraving of 
previous inaugurations of another era it has had a very uh intimate quality to it one of our bills currently what 
is it fifty dollar bill i wanna has an engraving on the back of the constitutional convention which bill is to be 
honest i don't know either somebody anyways i'm sure anyway it looks a bit like this clothes are different 
george will and senator van oaker have been watching all of this along with you and along with us 
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and along with us george sandy come in will you david the speech we've just heard was remarkably vintage 
ronald reagan of course the constancy of his views is one of the amazing facts of a political life it contained a 
few programmatic remarks the strategic defense initiative a balanced budget amendment to freeze on 
spending for the next fiscal year but the basis of it was what i think the reagan presidency will be 
remembered for and that is an attempt a conscious attempt to communicate enthusiasm that that's what a 
president is for is to set a mood of optimism in the country he spoke he said as he constantly does that there 
are no limits to human growth and progress that there's it is within our power he constantly says to begin the 
world anew now it may very well not be true either of those things but it may be that it's important for people 
to believe that it's true he certainly thinks so i was struck by standing um if not us who if not now when about 
controlling governmental growth and spending and i think the time has now come we didn't want to ask that 
in 1980 whether the question is uh rhetorical or specific uh is ronald reagan addressing it to himself into his 
uh second administration and um i think that those questions will be asked in the second term because he 
has been on the watch for four years now and i don't think that the congress or the washington press corps 
which has kind of treated him with uh great gentility and reserve over the past four years is going to be asked 
questions in such a soft way it's going to be a tough second term i believe peter and david behind us you can 
see uh between the two of us here the great unused and unusable in this weather reviewing stand it's 


interesting to me to recall four years ago i was seated over there watching the parade city behind the 
president and the president would periodically turn around and say the hostages are here the hostages are 
in the air the hostages are 
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in the air the hostages are in algeria this sort of thing it was such a coincidence it was another example 
almost you'd say of a reagan lock if it didn't coincide with iranian designs to have the reagan presidency 
begin with the end of the humiliation and that right there on the reviewing stand four years ago the tone of 
the reagan presidency carried through the olympics and all the rest this year was set that is that america has 
to believe that there are no limits george just to get off the theme for a second father healey of georgetown 
did in uh in his opening prayer make reference to uh to people who were free and who were captive and 
you're absolutely right to point out the differences between now and four years ago but there are still some 
americans held captive in eleven and four foreign but there's no comparison absolutely not whatsoever so 
the uh swearing-in has taken place the inaugural balls will occur tonight as scheduled by the way across the 
street here peter is a is an eddie bauer store sells outdoor clothes there was a huge run on it yesterday it 
was open sunday there were women going in their mink coats to buy down coats and so on to wear over 
their minks or under them i'm not sure because they anticipated the weather the cold outside i don't know 
what they're what they will wear to the bowl we'll see tonight will all take place as scheduled well there is a 
good deal more to come this afternoon and uh we're going to now that you've had a chance to hear the 
inauguration the inaugural address we're going to come back a little later on and hear from people around 
the country and from overseas what they think of that and what they think of a second term for ronald reagan 
i hope you'll join us we'll be right back after these messages and a word from your local station [Music] abc 
news coverage of inauguration 85 continues again david brinkley and peter jennings [Music] peter if you're 
planning to take a trivia quiz i have since we were talking 
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trivia quiz i have since we were talking a minute ago desperately which bill has the uh constitutional 
convention on the reverse it's the two dollar bill i don't see it much that's why i couldn't remember that's what 
you said it was a 50. i wasn't interested well i didn't know it was some bill i don't see myself it turns out it's the 
tudor we uh we want to spend some time now uh as we said a moment ago talking about the next four years 
the last four years the inauguration speech itself and joining us first from los angeles california is a man 
who's been dealt rather badly by the republicans uh over the course of this presidential campaign charles 
manat who was the chairman of the democratic national committee it's been that thank you for joining us first 
of all do you see anything uh particular in the in the inaugural address which stands out for you no i think it 
was probably a vintage uh mr reagan i think obviously uh today symbolically there are a lot of people in the 
on the outside and in the cold and his policies may well continue in that direction to create difficulties but i 
thought it was a very impressive speech one of the things that we can't help but notice and it's reflected in 
our polls in the last few days is that is that 49 of the american people now identify with the republican party 
and that does not seem to me to bode well for the democrats over the next four years well peter that's very 
typical at the time of an inauguration of a president mr reagan of course had a very big victory there's 
anticipation for successes hopefully in his second term so it would be more relevant i think a year from now 
as we get ready for the 86 elections to have a high identification with him today would be a normally 
american thing to do mr minnett is a california active in politics and in recent years chairman of the 
democratic national committee your party has run against ronald reagan four times twice for governor twice 
the president lost all four are you happy you will never have to run against him again david i think you have 
got that right i think the only time he ever lost was the republican nomination so what the republicans could 
do on atime or two we were never able to do in the 
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were never able to do in the general electoral politics uh we're very pleased that this is presumptively the the 
last time we face ronald reagan there are some difficult decisions that have to be made here in los angeles 
here here in washington the next four years um some of them politically unpopular how much will the 
democrats in congress support the president in getting them done cuts for example yeah it depends on what 
it is i think as far as a a fair tax and a simplification of the tax program as you know our bradley gephardt 
proposal from last year has a lot of support within our party if it's fair if it's balanced and and doesn't do 
violence in an unfair way i think democrats will support a tax simplification program the president's program 
on the budget of course was created because the supply side economics were supposed to increase the 
revenues they didn't instead we've had deficit financing i think that will be a program by program 
consideration by the congress on the democratic side as far as what's balanced and what is fair what we see 
of course in this administration is great rewards for efficiency and no real concern it seems like about our 
productive capacity when it comes to agriculture energy independence and other things like that we 
democrats are quite concerned in those areas mr matt all across the country as you know people have been 
waiting to see what the president would engage himself in in the second term we've seen the beginnings in 
arms control now you mentioned tax reform do you hear anything today which suggests to you where the 
president is going to be specifically engaged guess i think probably in the three uh three areas the uh arms 
control area that all of us as americans i think support although we have star wars defense idea we we think 
is inappropriate to bring that about uh the tax simplification that i think we can have bipartisan support on 
obviously working on uh reduction of the foreign trade deficits helping agriculture that's in desperate shape 
right now are i think top priority items mr menace 
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are i think top priority items mr menace thank you very much for joining us thank you guys from los angeles 
while up in the rotunda on capitol hill people now begin those invited guests begin to prepare to go into this 
lunch given by senator matthias and mrs matthias in statuary hall where and we will tell you about that uh 
when we get a chance to look at it mrs mathias has said she has prepared a lunch uh which the average 
family in america might sit down to on a feast day well it would have to be pretty good feast day for a pretty 
good average family it's moose of soul i've got it written out here somewhere sauteed of spinach with lobster 
and truffle sauce medallions of veal with morels wild rice chestnuts cold praline souffle with raspberry sauce 
and champagne did you did you mention truffles yes good yeah 260 dollars a pound yes okay okay joining 
us now uh richard vagary um editor of conservative digest and uh i don't know why he's always called but he 
often is the sort of direct male king of the united states in part because of his influence through direct mail 
programs i think it's because he is the direct mail king of the united states you don't deny that do you no i do 
uh david and peter uh direct mail has been here for a hundred plus years mr sears and roebuck and 
montgomery ward were at it long before i was born not doing what you're doing or raising money for politics 
well it's one of the things that have made the conservatives competitive is that we've been able to go right to 
the grassroots and take our message to the people and it's one of the primary reasons why reagan was 
elected president mr vickery i heard you say the other day that uh the time had come that you were pleased 
that ronald reagan was now going to be ronald reagan what did you mean by that well there's no question 
that uh the conservatives uh more times than we'd like uh were very frustrated with the first four years the 
reagan administration we didn't think there were very many reaganites around the president and uh second 
term seems to be heading a little better in our direction show me where you see the signs well uh 
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show me where you see the signs well uh number one above all uh jim baker baker is leaving and don regan 
is coming in there's no secret that don regan wasn't on any conservative short list or a long list of who we'd 
like to have seen replace jim baker but his main qualification for the job perhaps is that his name was not jim 
baker and i think he'll be an honest broker and we'll hear a lot of conservative ideas brought into the oval 
office that we haven't seen for the last four years one day about two weeks ago we heard three people 
appointed two positions uh in the cabinet bennett hodell and harrington all three solid conservatives i don't 
remember a period of time where we had three conservatives announced in one day how would you feel if 


the president decides uh he has to raise taxes after all well i think that would be a big blow to his constituents 
to the conservatives to the american people and i really don't think the president's going to do that i think he's 
going to hold firm and keep his promise there i think that the speech that we heard today was just it was 
written i understand by the president himself and i think this reflected the real ronald reagan well if you were 
writing a speech what would you have him say what would you have had him say today gosh uh david i don't 
know that i would change anything i think it was an outstanding speech i i think it was one of the the better 
presidential uh acceptance speeches uh i think he touched all the bases in a general way he didn't talk about 
a constitutional amendment for a prayer or for busing and i'm not sure this was the place for it but he talked 
about family work traditional values that our principles haven't failed us but we've failed our principles and i 
think he is raising the people's consciousness on the issues of importance to him and his coalition his 
constituents out there and now we're going to see him fill in the blanks here as the days and weeks go by 
well if it was a speech in which you would hardly have changed the word you should be very happy today 
conservatives are it's uh it's uh it's a high time and i'm sure the democrats are very down as chuck minnett 
seemed to indicate then 
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chuck minnett seemed to indicate then it's a high time for conservatives uh we've heard many of the 
president's supporters in the white house say during the last four years uh wait till the second term wait to 
the second turn well the second term is now underway about 45 minutes an hour and we can hardly wait mr 
vickery thank you thanks very much we'll be back in just a minute [Music] the lunch in statuary hall is uh is 
about to begin the statuary hall for those of you who visited the capitol you were to call is the place where for 
50 years congress the house of representatives actually met and where each state is allowed to place two 
statues honoring the distinguished citizens of that particular state it's going to be quite a lunch and charles 
gibson has prepared a report for us on what's going to happen charles they gather in statuary hall which long 
ago was the chamber where the house of representatives gathered it is a room filled with history every four 
years it also gets filled with tables and in effect the united states government sits down to lunch the head 
table today the president the vice president the chief justice the speaker of the house and maryland's senator 
matthias at the 20 tables the cabinet members of the senate of the house from the judiciary and from local 
governments also this time something different for the first time in this peculiarly american setting will sit a 
russian the dean of the diplomatic corps anatoly dobrynian has been invited as have six just plain folks 
they've invited marilyn hamilton a handicapped california businesswoman charles stover a local union official 
from maryland ernest moss a texas firefighter also there a truck driver a farmer even an undercover narcotics 
detective who wants to maintain his cover and his dignity i have a street language and a street knowledge for 
the past 13 years whereas i talk street talk as far as drugs and slang words and i would have to clean up my 
vocabulary a 
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i would have to clean up my vocabulary a little bit all were surprised at the invitations i think you're good to 
get invited to the inauguration you'd have to have contributed a couple hundred thousand to the president's 
campaign or something like that but uh we have not of course sent any money we're having enough trouble 
supporting ourselves and all made special preparations i brought me a raincoat and i never had one in my 
life you know one of those right that they weren't watching but i went up there in march and every person i 
saw up they had one on on these you know whether it was raining or not it was warm or anything they had 
one of those coats on i said well i'm gonna buy me one but i didn't ever wear it so i brought it home i still got 
it i think i'll take it with me though well they are gathering now in statuary hall and the luncheon will be 
proceeding in a few moments and the only thing gentlemen i can tell you for sure i have not found anybody 
going in there wearing a london fog raincoat david peter thank you gerald among you've heard some of who 
is there tell you who is not there who is not there is uh walter mondale his office only says that he is out of 
town won't say where he is mr dobrynin you said was there charles yeah they invite a number of people who 
haven't come walter mondale as a former vice president was invited not as a losing candidate former vice 
presidents invited former presidents invited but all president ford president nixon and the president carter uh 


could not make it or chose not to come charles i just one question we've been talking about what it looked 
like on the television screen this rather informal second inaugural ceremony what did it feel like in there well 
pretty informal you know this whole thing was thrown together so fast uh i was talking to senator matthias 
you used a little bit of the interview earlier and they really had to do this in about 12 hours they had two and a 
half months of planning for this inauguration and uh there really were no contingency plans to come in here 
and two hours before this thing all began at 9 30. i can tell you this room 
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began at 9 30. i can tell you this room was chaos people were running around they didn't know which 
members of the press were going to get in they didn't know exactly which guests were going to get here it 
has all been thrown together and if you showed up and you had a credential that looked okay well maybe 
you could get in charles thank you very much we uh now as i said wait for the president to uh come to 
statuary hall with mrs reagan now for this lunch given by the congressional inauguration committee by 
senator and there's a head table there as you see and i believe what did he say 20 21 round tables around 
the hall the hall is enormous quite handsome [Music] this is the one uh element of the program today which 
has uh has not been affected at all by the weather and as the president mrs reagan and the others sit down 
for lynch abc's britt hume is standing by with senator byrd britt iam with senator byrd the floor leader for the 
democrats in the senate peter and i wanted to ask you senator david brinkley observed earlier and i think 
correctly that the tone of this speech by president reagan today was somewhat gentler than the tone of his 
speech several years ago and nevertheless it did seem that the president is uh not going to stand pat and 
he's going to send up here a number of programs and one of them that has not been talked about very much 
today is a tax reform plan at least i think if we can read between the lines he's going to send that up here 
charles minnett was saying just a little while ago that he thinks he'll be bipartisan support for that what do you 
think senator first as to the tone i think that the president made an excellent speech and he always makes 
the kind of speech that invokes the memories of the past and projects the optimism that he himself 
personally feels and i think that optimism is very much in key among the american people they're basically 
optimistic de tocqueville 150 years ago said of americans he said the incredible america believes that if 
something has not yet been accomplished it is because he has not yet attempted it 
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yet attempted it now as to the tax reform subject there are a lot of tax reform measures around tax freezes 
and budget freezes and all those things we democrats will take a good look at what the president proposes 
we will take a good look at his budget which will come up on february 4 and we'll also take a good look at the 
budget that mr dole and the majority party and the senator are working out and we'll work with the 
republicans we want to cooperate where we can it should be bipartisan where we can make it that way 
where we differ we'll have our own proposals what is your sense though about this concept of tax 
simplification now the president has not specifically endorsed the plan that secretary regan brought over to 
him secretary observe it was written on a word processor suggesting that it can be changed but what is your 
idea about the concept and what is the sense among the democrats you're leading here on the hill about that 
concept is that popular something you feel that you're called upon to back or what the american people want 
tax simplification we democrats want tax simplification also the code is too complex and it is perhaps not fair 
not viewed as being fair by the people so we'll take a good look at that tax simplification yes tax reform yes 
but i want to be sure that we look closely at the impact that a simplification measure might have on industries 
that are investment uh very investment high understand peter and david you want to have a word here yeah i 
would like to i would like to ask a senator a question about tax reform those we have seen so far are offered 
as simpler fairer so on so on but they don't raise any more money they don't do anything about the deficit 
what about that senator you're right i haven't seen them but uh that's my understanding of most of them the 
deficit we democrats believe that there must be a reduction in the federal budget so as 
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a reduction in the federal budget so as to cut back the federal deficit but we want the measures that are 
taken to reduce that debt be fair and equitable to all americans and we also want the future ensured by virtue 
of education for our young people and research and we want to act in such a way as to increase the strength 
of our industrial and manufacturing capabilities so as to deal with the unfairness in world markets and so as 
to provide jobs for americans and uh enhance our national security senator thank you thank you very much 
for talking with us today sam donaldson is now uh standing by with uh senator robert dole uh up on the hill as 
well sam take it away well senator dole has just come out of this luncheon this beginning you heard the 
inaugural address a very ambitious program do you think from the standpoint of the domestic agenda the 
president can get all that through the congress well i really believe we have to wait for the state of the union 
message to get you know get it in detail this was sort of a uplifting general speech talking about america and 
the economy and all these uh areas that the president want to touch on and bipartisanship but we're not 
there yet but he did say that he wants the tax reform and he suggested that he means this year any chance 
of that well again i think we have to wait and see what he finally embraces in tax reform i don't know he's 
embraced the packages floating around out there he may want it modified but those specifics will come when 
the president makes the state of the union address on february 6. now there's a story out senator sudden 
here that you uh and your colleagues in the senate the republican leadership will agree with the white house 
on a package of some 50 billion dollars of cuts for the fiscal 86 budget is that correct we hope it's at least 50 
billion dollars but we want to get into the next two years and i think the present i think i heard him say 50 
billion this year there are a couple other years that we're concerned about so we want to talk 
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we're concerned about so we want to talk about fiscal 87 and fiscal 88 as well as fiscal year 86. to get the 50 
billion you are going to have to cut deeper into the rate of increase for the defense department than the 
president is suggesting would you not that's my view i've just spoken briefly with the secretary weinberger uh 
he seems to have a little different view but what is he saying now that he really doesn't have enough well 
that's a negotiating position isn't right on a recent talk show when he indicated maybe we were squeezing 
that budget too much now we're not going to squeeze any of these areas we're talking about in the arms 
control negotiations we've got to believe there are other savings in the pentagon that can be made if we can 
make them in every other program or nearly every program they can make them in defense senator dole 
now one final question which is the bob dole memorial question these days and that is some day do you plan 
to be here at this capitol and when they say raise your right hand to take the oath for the presidency it's bob 
dole's hand that goes up well i did look around this morning just in case uh uh you Know something's gonna 
happen four years from now and uh i looked at jack camp and i watched george bush and uh you know just 
keeping an eye on things but i didn't really think too much about 88. well howard baker was standing in the 
background the man who preceded you as senator majority leader what about him well i didn't see him but 
i'm glad he was there you know thank you very much senator dole we appreciate your time here senator dill 
is going into the luncheon with the other dignitaries which is underway in statuary hall which is right through 
that that doorway there and he seems to reflect uh in conversation with people who were right here in the 
rotunda and heard the speech sort of the consensus on on the president's speech it was uplifting he said we 
were poised on on the brink of greatness as a country and there were things in that speech that as george 
will has already observed are consistent with mr reagan's political philosophy ever since he became a 
republican and changed from being a democrat but the thing that did strike me and i think the senator has 
just sort of reflected on it is that it was 
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sort of reflected on it is that it was an ambitious agenda that he laid out ronald reagan seemed to be saying 
to the country i'm not just going to go to sleep for the next four years if i get my way we're going to hit the 
round running and we're going to uh we're going to accomplish even more in the next four years than we did 
in the first four but as senator dole has sagely observed using that great cliche of journalism and politicians 
only time will tell gentlemen well and of course sam one thing that uh did not come out in that is that ronald 
reagan doesn't have to run again on this and senator dole and a lot of other republicans are going to have to 


run on whatever gets decided in the next four years peter i think you have to be crazy to enjoy it so i plead 
guilty to that but listening to the politicians answering questions about what they're going to do bipartisan is 
like watching somebody trying to slip through a russian minefield and escape to west berlin everything is well 
we will look at that what happens after you look at it well they won't answer what will you do about this we 
will have to wait and see typical politicians we're listening to senator burke we're going to have much more 
we're going to talk to overseas in a short while we want to hear what they think of this in western europe here 
salinger is in paris and we clearly want to hear what the soviet union thinks of that and so we'll be right back 
after these messages and a word from your local station abc news continuing coverage of inauguration 85 
from abc news headquarters in washington david brinkley and peter jennings mr reagan is now installed of 
course when he first became president as you know peter you were in europe at that time there was a good 
deal of doubt skepticism about him among foreign leaders and foreign thinkers and scholars of writers and 
so on more than doubt um general antipathy general antipathy which i understand we're going to talk to 
some overseas spokesman find out about it i understand has changed a bit 
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about it i understand has changed a bit in the last four years that's your impression very much so we i was 
overseas just a couple of weeks ago on our way to geneva for the soviet american talks and particularly in 
britain where where the president was very viciously character caricatured at the beginning of his first term 
the cowboy image was prevalent throughout almost we're not all british reporting by any means but 
throughout a great deal of it and and in holland and in belgium and in france as well and it is true that it has 
changed quite dramatically as we found in the last few weeks and of course the person who i think can 
describe that best of us at the moment is pierre salinger who is standing by in paris today and has prepared 
first of all before we have a chat with pierre a piece on what europeans are thinking at the moment when 
ronald reagan ran for president in 1980 the europe of traditional politics couldn't believe it their perception of 
reagan was that of a cowboy a mediocre b movie actor and they asked repeatedly what is this man doing 
running for president of the united states after four years in the white house reagan's image has improved 
considerably in many european countries polls indicate their citizens here also would have re-elected reagan 
in 1984. that is certainly true in france where an election day poll showed reagan over mondale by a 38 to 25 
percent margin france's confidence in u.s support of the defense of western europe has risen since mr 
reagan came to power as as the overall image of the united states europeans admire the turnaround of the u 
s economy and the strengthening of u.s defense capabilities but in france west germany and italy the 
ballooning u.s budget deficit high interest rates and the runaway dollar have all come under criticism as 
destabilizing to their own economies peace and dialogue are also european concerns the recent geneva 
talks were seen as an encouraging sign that the reagan administration is now determined to talk about the 
spiraling arms race but the fear persists that the united states and the soviet union may make agreements 
which do not take into account european needs and objectives and matters are complicated by persistent 
health rumors surrounding soviet premier konyenko in 
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surrounding soviet premier konyenko in the soviet union mr reagan's image remains poor the soviets have 
never liked or trusted this president they still portray him as a war monger who needs to be restrained from 
plunging the globe into world war three following geneva soviet foreign minister andre gromicko's tough 
press conference in moscow demonstrated continuing distrust in the reagan administration in israel reagan is 
considered a friend but not in the class of richard nixon the israelis have already been warned of tough terms 
for needed military and economic assistance they are pleased however with the exceptionally close security 
relationship they have established with the reagan administration during the first term in south africa reagan 
is popular with white voters but the president's recent remarks on the evils of apartheid have made the 
pretoria government uneasy about what the reagan administration may do during its second term but 
nowhere in the world is mr reagan referred to anymore as a second-rate actor four years in the white house 
has convinced most people whether they like him or not that he is a leader gentlemen up here this is a 
undoubtedly a time for speculation in western europe as it is here as well what's the speculation about the 


next four years do they think mr reagan is going to be consistent in terms of talking arms control with the 
soviets for example europeans still worried that they'll be abandoned well europeans are concerned about 
the star wars aspect because they fear that if the administration goes ahead with it and does succeed in 
building an umbrella defense of the united states it might forget europe however here in europe there is right 
now optimism about the direction of u.s soviet talks there is hope that mr reagan looking at his second term 
as a way to history will stay on the line of negotiations with the soviet union and that they will yield some 
results pierre their first skepticism and in fact i gather active dislike of mr reagan i was it rooted in the fact 
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of mr reagan i was it rooted in the fact that he was an actor in b movies or that he did not live up to the 19th 
century european vision of a political leader a man of great dignity and presence who had served in all kinds 
of smaller political offices gradually rising to the top what do you think about that well david i think the fact 
that he was an actor played a great role here in europe there are very few actors who have ever made it 
politically here in europe and that when talking about him as an actor and a cowboy they overlooked the fact 
that he had been for eight years governor of california that was something that you didn't hear very much 
about when mr reagan was running for office in the first term but now i think this first term has succeeded in 
convincing many europeans that there was more to mr reagan than appeared when he was running and they 
are particularly admiring of what he did as far as the us economy is concerned particularly here in europe 
where the economies are not in very good shape yeah that's uh you lead me right to my next question here 
what about the strength of the u.s dollar i know it's got people in europe very upset well i mean it's a two-way 
street peter i mean uh the dollar has helped the exports of western european countries it has also cost 
western european countries a great deal more to import uh things like oil which they have to pay for in dollars 
there is nobody in western europe that would ever tell you what the real level of the dollar that would please 
them is i remember when the dollar was in france at 385 today it's 9.75 when it was 385 we were accused of 
stepping all over the europeans and dumping our products in western europe here can we get you to stand 
by for a few minutes while we invite somebody else to join this conversation vladimir posner in moscow it's 
interesting to note that in his first inaugural address president reagan did not mention the soviet union today 
he did and mr posner thank you very much for joining us uh mr posner is a radio moscow correspondent or a 
commentator as you can see on your screen there who is a fairly regular guest on programs like nightline mr 
posner the president referred to those today who scorn our vision of human dignity and freedom and he was 
clearly referring to the soviet union what do you think the state of relations is at the moment 
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is at the moment well at the moment it looks pretty much the same as it was uh soon after mr reagan 
became president that kind of rhetoric was used over the past four years time and time again sometimes it 
was more vicious sometimes it was less and i don't see any real change except of course the fact that now 
we are talking as a result of geneva but if you look more basically i would say that uh you'd have to look very 
carefully to see any real element of change in the relationship do you think the soviet view of mr reagan has 
changed in the last four years um well i think that we differ from europeans in our assessment of what a 
leader should be if you look at our own leaders you'll find that most of them are first generation peasant stock 
or worker stock that is we're not at all in the tradition of the european aristocratic kind of assessment so that 
one way or the other doesn't trouble us the trouble with mr reagan as far as we were concerned from the 
very first day was his attitude toward the soviet union uh in the first pre-election campaign uh was clearly 
very very very anti-soviet and kind of a leader of a new anti-soviet crusade and um that doesn't seem to have 
changed much so if you look at it that way i don't think that there's been much of a change in so far as how 
the soviets assessed president reagan um and uh the whole idea of a great b actor while it did appear in the 
press and the media here it was never a big thing that was not stressed what we really cared about and care 
about is the relationship between the two countries mr posner you Know as well as i do that there are 
character tours of soviet leaders in american papers i wonder how you think as a soviet citizen of the 
caricatures of mr reagan which presently appear in your press aren't they counterproductive um i don't think 


caricatures are really all that important i don't know um as to how much they influence the thought the 
outlook of the average man in the street i can tell you that in this country as far as i can judge caricatures 
really are not at all part of um 
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of um what you know what uh plays on our feelings perhaps because they're not as good as yours uh but uh 
they don't work that way how is mr trunenko i haven't seen him for a while so i can't tell you we're told he's in 
the hospital can you confirm that no i cannot yeah i'm finished george will has a question for you mr posner 
george mr posner one of the things that the president did stress with remarkable specificness in his talk 
today was the strategy the strategic defense initiative sometimes called star wars and that is said to be a 
stumbling block now the president would have to be has to be said to have said in this speech today a we're 
for arms control but b we're standing firm on that program the elimination of which your government says is 
necessary for armed control does that depress you yes it does it does because um after having spoken to 
people i mean i'm not an expert on arms control but after having spoken to people who seem to be very 
much uh knowledgeable in that area uh the whole idea of the shield seems to be very dangerous one this 
includes a lot of american experts like uh jeremy stone and others you guys welcome to well like i am very 
depressed i gather then from your reading of uh your uh listening to the president's address and i guess you 
did hear it then you would you say you would not be optimistic about there being arms control over the next 
four years well it's hard to be optimistic when you see that some of the basic stumbling blocks not only exist 
but seem to be bolstered by this speech we all here hope that there will be progress we know it took seven 
years to uh to develop salt too which can come to anything these talks are even more ambitious basically 
and uh if there's not going to be any uh there's going to be only take and no give then of course it's hard to 
be optimistic mr poser i think everybody'd like to have a go at you at the moment here salinger has a 
question for you well first i have there's a kind of an irony something mr posner said how you get to be a 
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get to be a soviet leader i think people forget that mr reagan not only was an actor but he was also a union 
leader and being a union leader as a way to leadership in the soviet union but the question i want to ask mr 
poser isn't it a fact that one of the reasons that soviets decided to come back to the negotiating table was a 
realization that mr reagan was going to be there for four more years and therefore they couldn't stay away for 
four years from talking to the united states um i don't really think that's the reason i think it was obvious that 
uh we had to talk and you have to talk i mean things just couldn't stay the way they were i think it was clear 
to president reagan it was always clear to our leadership and uh whoever is the president you speak to him 
things had gotten to a point where we were simply not talking about anything and that's very dangerous and 
i'm not i really don't care who made the first gesture i don't think that's important what's important is that at 
least we're in the talking stage mr posner in this country at the moment there is a fairly high level of optimism 
about arms control talks even as you point out uh previous arms control talks have taken exceedingly lengthy 
periods of time to negotiate can you make any judgment about whether or not there's any real sense of 
optimism in moscow well i've spoken to a lot of people and i would say that basically there is hope but i 
would say that it's very costly pardon me just listening to you no we're just listening sorry uh i said it's very 
the optimism is there but it's very cautious there's a feeling that this is going to take a very long time there's 
also there are some doubts as to whether or not the words that have been spoken by president reagan 
including in today's speech really mean a sincere desire to do away with nuclear weapons whether it's again 
it's simply uh propaganda and a way to draw the talks out ceaselessly while the development goes on of the 
most dangerous kinds of weapons so there is optimism but it's very cautious and uh nobody's going 
overboard on this yeah mr posner uh are you not encouraged by 
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mr posner uh are you not encouraged by the fact that geneva the united states agreed to put the star wars 
project on the negotiating table um i don't think that's quite true uh i think we were talking more about the uh 
anti-satellite un program right the anti-satellite rather than the star wars as the uh the the anti-nuclear 
program is concerned i think there's well i mean it is an anti-satellite program well the anti-satellite program 
basically is one thing the star wars program is the anti-missile program and they're uh it's been stressed that 
they're separate and i don't think that there's going to be much talk about that as far as i can gather mr 
posner thank you very much and pierre thanks a lot we'll be back with more in a moment [Music] we're going 
to continue with our inaugural broadcast now and go to london where abc's barry dunsmore is standing by 
and with a guest barry peter of all of america's allies ronald reagan probably is closer personally and 
ideologically to britain's prime minister thatcher however in that first term even she was concerned about the 
drift and deterioration in u.s soviet relations and the total lack of progress in arms control she seems to be 
happier now the british support the idea of research of the star wars program but privately they express 
doubts that it ever will or should be deployed generally speaking however things are good and mrs thatcher 
and mr reagan are very much on the same wavelength i don't think quite the same can be said however of 
our guest today mr dennis healey who is a former chancellor of the exchequer former defense minister and 
now the foreign policy spokesman for the labour party uh mr hilly we've heard a lot of talk about letting 
reagan be reagan how does that strike you for a second term well those who use that phrase of course really 
mean they wanted to be much more right-wing second time than he was first all the indications are that he'll 
be less right-wing than he was the first time and what's encouraged us here is that uh he seems to have put 
mr 
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is that uh he seems to have put mr schultz whom we trust in charge of the arms negotiations and there 
seems more time of chance of washington getting its act together this time than there was before we were 
appalled during the last term that uh there never seemed to be any coherence in the american approach to 
arms control indeed you were two years into the term before it even began we feel that the russians are 
ready to talk now it's very important that reagan strikes while the iron is hot because his own influence in 
washington will begin to diminish roundabout easter next year because of the midterm elections and then of 
course the run-up to the election of another president and uh the signs are good so far i'm not worried about 
the russians say about research into star wars because they're carrying out similar research themselves and 
in any case there won't be any way of telling whether this is going to work in the long run until long after 
president reagan has left office so the really important things to get on with the immediate things strategic 
weapons intermediate weapons and of course anti-satellite weapons which are very very much closer than 
the others and we hope very much that the new reagan administration will take a more coherent and urgent 
approach on these problems we're encouraged on the whole by most of the appointments but we should be 
looking for progress earlier this year mr hilly you have met with chernynko and mr gorbachev who was guest 
to be his successor uh what is your sense as to how they really feel about the united states and whether they 
really and truly are afraid of star wars i think they were really frightened at a period during the last reagan 
administration when he was talking about russia being an evil empire reviving some of the rhetoric he'd used 
before he was president about russia being the source of all evil in the world and they were determined to 
see whether 
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and they were determined to see whether the softer tone he adopted during the election campaign would 
survive the election they were encouraged to find that it did survive the election and i believe the private talks 
between art hartman in washington and grameeko and between de bruyne and mr schultz encouraged them 
further and i think encourage the americans for me personally one of the most useful developments since the 
election has been america's readiness to talk to the russians not just about arms control but also about the 
regional problems which could land russia and america in fighting one another even if they didn't want it like 
the middle east southern africa central america and these talks i think may well create the right political 
climate for faster progress on arms control as a former chancellor of the exchequer watching the pound go 


down how much are you worried about the american deficit question is that key to you i've never been so 
worried as many in europe and i think pierre salinger was right in saying that you can never satisfy the 
europeans about american economic policy uh the fact is at the moment the europeans are gaining 
enormously in their exports the united states from a high dollar but we are very worried that if sentiment turns 
around and the money flow flows out then america may have high interest rates the world recovery collapse 
and that will do us all damage so we do hope progress is made quickly on reducing the deficit thank you very 
much mr dennis healey peter barry thank you very much and thank you mr healey it's very interesting if 
you've been listening to us for the last half hour because there you have dennis healey who is a labour party 
member in great britain saying that president reagan is not going to be more conservative in the next four 
years and we heard earlier richard vigory who's the editor of conservative digest saying he's delighted 
because mr reagan is going to be conservative for four more years it really proves the point i think that at the 
beginning of a second term as we have had so few uh since the end of the second world war we really don't 
know exactly what's 
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we really don't know exactly what's going to happen the word conservative means different things to different 
people exactly we'll be right back after these messages abc news coverage of inauguration 85 continues you 
are looking at the west face of the capital where the inauguration ceremonies were supposed to have been 
held today but it was seven degrees when president reagan was sworn in under the great dome of the 
rotunda and that of course as you i'm sure now know was the reason it was not held outside david so often 
happens during these programs we've had a phone call and one pointing out in a mission we've been talking 
a lot about the bands that we're going to march today and who who weren't able to because of the crowds 
and somebody is very correctly called to point out that there are 640 horsemen who have come from around 
the country to participate in this inauguration ceremony and what about them our caller said very true indeed 
what about them what's the question they're not going to do the march either i assume horses have a great 
deal easier time than tubas yes but the horses would have writers and i'm sorry we forgot them is my point 
here uh george sandy what's been happening down there what what are your thoughts at this time well 
nothing's happening there's just no nobody but us electronic chickens are down here um george and i've 
been talking about um what we're waiting uh about politics and um i think the question was raised what's he 
gonna do in his next term i don't have a clue i called out to sacramento and asked people what was ronald 
reagan's second term like as governor not comparable fought on tax withholding caved in and started they 
say started running for the presidency there is this point to be made since the republican party was founded 
in ripon wisconsin february nineteen eight eighteen fifty four only two republicans have been elected and 
served out their terms ulysses s grant and dwight the eisenhower dwight d eisenhower's are closest in time 
for a historical approximation but i 
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for a historical approximation but i don't think the times are the same then and i don't have a clue as to what 
ronald reagan is going to do except continue to be about the most masterful politician we've had since 
franklin d roosevelt sandy i have a question for george george looking back on the four years everybody at 
the beginning not everybody but a great many people at the beginning of the four years say he was not going 
to be successful now he's been successful in large measure was it him in your view or was it timing well i 
think the man in the moment would clearly met peter but i think ronald reagan knows as dwight eisenhower 
knew as a number of other successful people have known that one of the keys to success in washington is to 
be underestimated within the washington beltway works wonders every time i remember peter and david four 
years ago two days after the inauguration i was allowed in to see the president had an exclusive interview 
with newsweek magazine it was complete chaos and matter of fact during the interview the secret service 
came piling through the doors and a great scramble because michael beaver getting used to his office next 
door had hit an emergency call button it means the russians are coming or something of the sort but anyway 
in the midst of this i asked with the impudence for which journalists are justly notorious i said well you're 
going to run again this was two days into the term president smiled that enigmatic smile of his and said well 


you know if i hadn't had a second term as governor of california i never would have got that of which i am 
most proud and he meant the welfare reform in california he was a very ambitious second term governor 
very active very compromising he was very moderate now by the way that brings us back to something mr 
vigory said for four years we've heard conservatives saying we love ronald reagan we just wish they some 
antecedentless pronoun would let reagan be reagan jim baker was supposedly governing the president well 
it's kind of insulting to begin with to the president to say this we now hear it said that maybe nancy reagan 
won't let reagan be reagan fact is ronald reagan is a fairly mainstream moderate politician always has been 
always will be if i can just add one thing to george is a remark about nancy reagan i don't 
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is a remark about nancy reagan i don't know suddenly everybody's discovered she's a powerful person she's 
always been powerful indeed i'm told that the reason why secretary schultz is such high favor now because 
she sent word to him to become more social with the president and from that a lot of other things rose 
including his ascendancy and foreign policy now thank you both you both look quite warm and comfortable 
so we'll ask you to stay there for a while and then we'll come back to you how many of you remember where 
you were uh four years ago four years plus a day ago to be specific i know where i was in frankfurt west 
germany waiting for the hostages to be released from iran when we come back a really wonderful 
recollection by ted koppel on what it was like four years and one day ago [Music] at this point in the early 
afternoon eastern time the president mrs reagan the vice president mrs bush are still the guests of the 
congressional inaugural committee still having lunch inside statuary hall it should be over in about half an 
hour 220 people sitting down including six uh described as ordinary citizens uh invited to the lunch today to 
indicate that this inaugural celebration had a reflection of true democracy we'll hear what that lunch was like 
in about half an hour from now but as i said just before we went away four years and one day ago a very 
different mood in this country in much of the western world ted couple reminds us what went on for jimmy 
carter day 444 begins just as the last two days have begun without sleep exhausted surrounded by aids in 
the oval office president carter is desperately trying to salvage this symbolic victory for his administration to 
free the 52 american hostages before ronald reagan takes the oath of office at noon the first good news 
comes at 3 17 a.m the iranians have accepted the plan to transfer some 8 billion in iranian assets frozen in 
u.s banks to iran via a bank in london 
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to iran via a bank in london while the money is iranian it is nevertheless a form of ransom the plan is 
mobilized 6 47 a.m treasury secretary william miller calls the electronic transfer of funds from u.s banks to 
london is complete right on man that's great that's great the oval office vigil continues carter breaks to dress 
for the inauguration there is still no inkling of the irony that lies ahead for jimmy carter who had himself 
become a captive of the hostage crisis there is still hope that the hostages will be freed while he is still in 
office 11am the president and the president-elect leave the white house together on route to the inauguration 
ceremony carter is receiving updates by telephone in the presidential limousine and still no hostage release 
the incredible manipulation of this day in history is becoming clearer shortly after 11 a.m peter jennings 
reports from frankfurt now an official of pars the official iranian news agency has just said that the departure 
of the hostages is imminent 11 30. reports of the hostage release are flying fast and furiously now with ronald 
reagan's oath of office now only 30 minutes away jimmy carter on his way to the inaugural podium is 
questioned by sam donaldson mr president of the hosting is out can't say yet not yet sam not yet is that what 
he said frank not yet not yet they've cheated him they've cheated but at 11 38 some 20 minutes before the 
oath of office teletype alarm bells sound all over the world what's happening and this will mean a lot more i 
suppose to journalists out there upi has just gone with a flash which is in effect the highest the most 
important uh notification of news that they can 
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uh notification of news that they can give the last time they did it was with the kennedy assassination it's two 
words it says hostages free in fact it is premature the hostages have not yet boarded their planet ten minutes 
later at 11 50 as the ceremonies on capitol hill begin the hostages run a jeering gauntlet of iranian students 
yelling death to america and death to carter as they are put aboard the algerian 727 that will finally take them 
to freedom hi ronald reagan do solemnly swear that i will faithfully execute the office of president of the 
united states that i will faithfully execute the office of president of the united states 1203 ronald reagan takes 
his oath of office an exhausted jimmy carter listens well this administration's objective will be a healthy 
vigorous growth at marabout airport in tehran the iranian captors are listening also to reagan's inaugural 
address the hostages are still not airborne the ceremony ends about 12 25. some seven minutes later the 
planes bearing the hostages and algerian officials take off from iran a final insult to jimmy carter making it 
technically impossible for him to take credit for their release for his administration in a holding room just after 
the ceremony the new president is 
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after the ceremony the new president is briefed by press secretary james brady seven minutes later public 
confirmation as well if it's possible for this diverse nation of 226 million to have unanimity on anything 
perhaps the time is now to give a unanimous hallelujah and for the reason for that let's go immediately to 
peter jennings in frankfurt and hallelujah indeed the chief iranian negotiator has just confirmed that the 
algerian aircraft carrying the hostages have left tehran and so does iran's beer about airport tower confirming 
the american hostages finally are on their way unless there is the most ultimate manipulation it has finally 
happened jimmy carter and walter mondale now private citizens leave the capitol for andrews air force base 
they are briefed by mobile phone enroute at andrews carter gets a hug from anita shaffer wife of hostage 
colonel thomas schaefer he tells her i'll see him tomorrow back at the capitol ronald reagan confirms to 
reporters that the hostages have been free does it require any action on your part now no both planes are 
airborne where do you understand they're going mr president the the fight is to take them to to algiers and 
where they change to american planes to go to the spot in iran the plane bearing the hostages is clearing 
iranian airspace at 1 50 p.m president reagan breaks the news as he gives the toast at the traditional 
inauguration day luncheon with congressional leaders some 30 minutes ago the planes burying our prisoners 
left iranian airspace and are now free [Music] in washington a two and a half hour parade gets underway 
while all across the nation the outpouring of sentiment for the hostages has begun 
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3 41 pm ina chill drizzle now former president jimmy carter's helicopter touches down in plains georgia to a 
hometown heroes welcome he speaks publicly for the first time since ronald reagan became president just a 
few minutes a few moments ago on air force one before we landed warner robins i had received word 
officially for the first time that the aircraft carrying the 52 american hostages had cleared iranian airspace on 
the first first leg of a journey home and that every one of the 52 hostages was alive was well and free 
[Applause] as carter speaks about the crisis that may have cost him his presidency the hostages make their 
first stop on friendly soil a short refueling stop in athens next stop algiers the marching bands continue down 
pennsylvania avenue but the nation's attention is turning to algeria at 4 50 the c9 nightingales arrive the u.s 
medevac planes that will carry the hostages on the next leg of their freedom flight they're very plain white 
props american flag with a red cross on the tail are taxing now to the parking spaces here at the airport 
waiting for the 52 american hostages who are on their way here from tehran in washington the national 
christmas tree kept dark in 
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the national christmas tree kept dark in honor of the hostages under orders from president carter is burning 
brightly now and there are fireworks over the mall then at 8 10 p.m eastern standard time what 52 families 

and an entire nation have been waiting 444 days to see the first glimpse of the hostages out of captivity ah 
frank there we are yes that is elizabeth swift i believe on the left and katherine kobe just behind her coming 


off two of them wearing their yellow ribbons in cities and towns across the nation television cameras crowd 
the living rooms of the hostage families one final time as the cameras watched the families in turn watching 
television waiting for the moment of recognition algerian cameras pan the faces of what are now the former 
hostages returnees the state department is calling them an hour and a half later at 9 42 they are on their way 
to frankfort back in washington ronald and nancy reagan are going from party to party the inaugural balls are 
in full swing fueled by a new euphoria about the hostage release and a return to the opulence of 
inaugurations past there are parties too aboard the two c9 medevac planes they land at frankfurt's rhine 
mine air force base at 12 45 a.m and the hostages wearing new parkers and less dazed expressions greet 
an enthusiastic throng of fellow americans they board buses for the short ride to the military hospital their last 
day of captivity is now over so is the presidency of jimmy carter so faithfully tied to those 52 hostages 
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so faithfully tied to those 52 hostages four years later jimmy carter is teaching and writing at emory university 
in atlanta hamilton jordan the presidential assistant who helped negotiate the hostage release lives outside 
atlanta and is writing a book former iranian president bonnie sauder who always claimed he was opposed to 
the taking of the hostages fled iran and was granted political asylum in france on july 29 1981 and foreign 
minister sadek was executed on september 15 1982 by the homini government a government he helped to 
bring to power and what of the hostages 22 of them are still working for the state department 12 are still in 
the military five are college students and five are retired two have left the military one resigned from the 
foreign service two hold government jobs and two are civilians one former hostage alan goliczynski has 
asked the state department not to release any information about him for him 444 days of uninterrupted media 
attention was enough ted thank you excellent well done it's two of the hostages two or three i think or at the 
inaugural ceremonies today the lunch inaugural lunch at the capitol is coming to an end and when it's over 
there will be toasts which we will go in and hear in the meantime we'll be right back after these messages 
and a word from your local stations abc news continuing coverage of inauguration 85 from abc news 
headquarters in washington peter jennings and david brinkley 
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peter jennings and david brinkley so it shouldn't be a total loss they're ice skating on the pooled pond at the 
foot of the hill on the west side of the u.s capitol about where the inaugural would have been held hadn't 
been able to do it outdoors inside the capitol as again the lunch is still in progress up and down pennsylvania 
avenue there are 25 000 seats erected for today's parade which will not occur did not occur now they're 
empty they're also 120 portable restrooms also empty inside they will have toasts at the end of the lunch we 
will go inside and hear them not by the way a total loss david for all of the people who came here hoping to 
participate in this inauguration because later this afternoon at something called the capital center which 
among other things is the home of the washington hockey and basketball teams there is going to be some 
kind of a celebration at which uh the president and mrs reagan will be in attendance and so some people 
today will have an opportunity to uh to be knit together in somewhat more direct way than television all of 
those not including the horses who would have been in the parade will be in the capital center i don't know 
what they're going to do but we'll see i guess they'll play a little music and they've got a ban a 400 if i've got 
this right 450 piece band is that right that is in the sense the last uh act that was going to be outside the 
reviewing stand at the white house when this enormous band represented from various people around the 
country were going to stand and play for the president are now going to deafen him uh inside inside capital 
stadium charlie uh gibson is up there in uh in either the rotunda or statuary hall i suspect the moment he may 
be in the rotunda if you let me have a look at him now charlie how close are we now yes you're in the 
rotunda how close are we now to the uh to the official toast which will end this uh democratic luncheon i don't 
know thanks a lot i don't the luncheon was supposed to be over by now and uh you can't make things run on 
time you can't make things run on time and i understand the toasts are just about to 
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understand the toasts are just about to start to any moment but they're just uh about 75 feet away from us so 
you'll know when we do well let me ask you this charlie uh we we've been observing that it looked very uh 
intimate up there today did people get a any particular special feeling from the second inauguration well i 
think everybody was just delighted to be warm i mean that sounds a little silly but um that's the case um they 
called this thing off outside not because they were concerned about the president's comfort they had heaters 
and a little glass booth and everything so he would have been fine the president they say at seven o'clock 
last night when senator matthias who was head of the inaugural committee went to the white house to talk 
about whether they would do this thing outside or not the president was worried about the people who are 
going to be working all night long dusting the final bits of snow off the chairs and making the final 
preparations etc and he was worried about the fact they'd be working in temperatures of about five degrees 
below zero and wind chill of about 25 below and that was the reason they called it off and also the safety of 
the people that will be in the parade you mentioned the fact that they're all going out to the capitol center that 
place only seats about 18 000 people and you've got 12 000 participants in the parade all of whom i'm told 
are going to be out there so there's very limited space for people out there other than the high school bands 
and the horse riders and the various groups that will be parading for the president charles you cover politics 
up for there for us on a regular basis george will was referring to inside the beltway some people inside the 
beltway are saying this is going to turn sour for president reagan in the next four years what's your feeling 
about the politics up there well i think it is very early and this was more it sounded a bit like a state of the 
union speech but it was i suppose you could defend it as more thematic than programmatic and the 
programmatic speech comes when we hear the state of the union the themes that were enunciated in this 
speech though basically were tax simplification apparently the president is going to make a push on that and 
then also the question of the deficits and the deficits are the critical question uh if congress and the president 
are willing to work together on deficits and there's a chance that much of what he said in the speech can 
happen 
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said in the speech can happen and now i see the picture in statuary hall and i gather the toaster about the 
beginning of behind senator matthias he will uh being host will make the first toast president reagan i assume 
will respond david lets i be uh accused of that uh washington parochialism that sometimes people outside 
this capital refer to inside the beltway essentially means in the district of washington and its immediate 
surroundings the atomic mentality some people call it reference to the river it's a kind of insular closed-in 
feeling that washington has it believes itself to be the center of the world a bureaucrat in washington when he 
goes out into one of the states calls it a field trip gives you the idea gives you an idea what it's like here that's 
what inside the beltway means it's a state of mind senator matthias host of the luncheon now beginning the 
toast mr president whatever the elements whatever the circumstances you are the star of the show now of 
course of course you have a beautiful leading lady [Applause] you have a super co-star [Applause] but as i 
think you are well aware you have a great supporting cast literally hundreds of people who who have helped 
with this production as as stage hands as carpenters as spear carriers in dozens of other ways so on behalf 
of the joint congressional 
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so on behalf of the joint congressional committee on inaugural ceremonies i want to thank each and every 
one of them but every show as you know mr president needs an impresario to to generate ideas and to find 
the resources and to meet the deadlines and my wife ann has done all of this i i gratefully make a confession 
that she is the de facto chairman of the joint congressional committee on inaugural activities and that she is 
responsible for this luncheon and for its thieves but by assembling here from every corner of the country we 
are the symbols of a more perfect union we celebrate the constitutional goals of justice and tranquility and 
liberty guaranteed by law but law itself was not the end it was the means by which americans could attain a 
unique quality of life john adams said it very succinctly he said i must study politics and war that my sons 


may study mathematics and agriculture in order to give their children a right to study painting and poetry and 
architecture and statuary and tapestry and porcelain we today are the heirs of that vision we are the posterity 
who are secure in the blessings of liberty and we are 
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in the blessings of liberty and we are the children's children who enjoy the quality of life that john adams 
anticipated mr president mr vice president to mark this day of celebration of achievement and i think of 
thankfulness it is my honor to present a crystal bowl to each of you on behalf of the congress and of the 
american people mr president the base of your bowl is engraved with the noble purposes of the constitution 
of which you are the sworn protector [Music] mr vice president your bowl the base of your bowl is engraved 
with the words of thomas jefferson's psalm of liberty that we heard sung so beautifully in the ceremony today 
[Music] and now ladies and gentlemen i ask you all to rise and join me in a toast to the president of the 
united states [Music] 
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i'm not trying to play dean martin senator matthias honorable members of the house and distinguished 
guests and the members of the senate of course this has been an historic day and it's not over yet and 
together we mark the end of one term and the beginning of another and i want each of you to know how 
grateful i am for all that you've done all the energy and personal commitment that you have mustered in 
these last four years to make our system work in the shifting alliances of a free government we in this room 
have been intense allies and on some issues but while disagreeing on others but i think the level of respect 
and courtesy with which we've treated each other speaks well for us and confirms the viability of this great 
democratic system which is now in our care there's been quite a few inaugurations in my lifetime i missed 
abe lincoln's but i do remember calvin coolidge's even though they're even though i was of the other party at 
the time i he was much loved and respected i was a democrat in those days his inaugural address said our 
congress represents the people and the states in all legislative affairs they are the national the natural 
collaborator of the prep with the president in spite 
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of the prep with the president in spite of all the criticism which often falls to its lot i do not hesitate to say that 
there is no more independent and effective legislative body in the world it is and should be jealous of its 
prerogatives i welcome the cooperation and expect to share with it not only the responsibility but the credit 
for our common effort to secure beneficial legislation calvin coolidge well i hope we can work together in that 
same spirit i have a plaque on my desk in the office that says what i firmly believe and that is there is no limit 
to what a man can accomplish if he doesn't or where where he what he can do and where he can go if he 
doesn't care who gets the credit so i hope in the days and the years to come that we can move ahead meet 
the challenges of our day thinking only of how much we can accomplish if we maintain our good will and 
cooperation we're very grateful to you for these gifts and may i offer a toast to all of you here the members of 
the congress all the guests who are here with you and to the best vice president this country has ever had 
george bush into the next four years [Music] that's the end of the lunch end of the swearing-in ceremony at 
the capitol the president now will ride back down pennsylvania avenue to the white house where he will stay 
while until other events begin to happen he's obviously been very clearly moved by it today david before 
taking the oath he looked occasionally 
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taking the oath he looked occasionally up into the dome of the rotunda and uh larry speaks who's the 
spokesman at the white house was asked why he did it the president simply replied i just had a great sense 
of history sitting here of course he's our oldest president he's lived for more than almost a third of the life of 
this republic we'll be right back after this this abc news live coverage of inauguration 85 has been brought to 
you by general motors extra time extra effort and attention to every detail gm is committed to excellence and 


mastercard international so worldly so welcome well uh you've got a final thought david as we go away from 
here about five minutes to two and uh wait to see what the inaugural committee has been able to organize 
next well they're hastily trying to throw together some kind of ceremony at the capitol center which is a 
basketball arena and a hockey player and hockey just outside the beltway about this far so what we've seen 
today is what 54 million votes can do for you which is what mr reagan got we have also seen the weather 
cancel a parade which robbed them all of a chance to see the new pennsylvania avenue which washington is 
very proud of it's been cleaned up trees planted a lot of junky buildings removed and there's only one porno 
store left on pennsylvania and it's leaving in march it was john f Kennedy's inauguration wasn't when people 
began to focus on what sort of state pennsylvania avenue sometimes called america's main street was in it 
was he who started it he set up a commission to study it see what could be done about it and it's coming 
along nicely now most of the uh really trashy stuff along the avenue is is gone soon we'll all be gone anyway 


02:30:01 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=xBYQePN_UgM&t=9001s 





is gone soon we'll all be gone anyway i gather they're going to be in the capital arena what time it's three 
o'clock three o'clock eastern time uh and uh here is a a brief glimpse of that enormous band 400 strong will 
remind people i think of the olympics band and uh we will be coming back at three o'clock eastern time to 
here and i don't think we'll be able to miss the events that go on there what have we seen this morning the 
second inauguration and a fair amount of speculation on what a second term is all about but bearing in mind 
that only president eisenhower uh since the 1950s has concluded the second term so perhaps what you've 
already picked up on is that much of what you heard today is speculation it's been a very truncated inaugural 
but um we hope you've enjoyed being with us for this continuation and this american celebration we'll see 
you at three o'clock for david brinkley i'm peter jennings in washington thank you for joining us see you later 
[Music] abc news coverage of inauguration 85 has been a presentation of abc news this is an abc news 
special report with continuing coverage of inauguration 85 reporting from abc news headquarters in 
washington david brinkley and peter jennings the capital the great dome and in there today the rotunda 
under which president reagan has already taken his public oath of office as the 40th president of the united 
states and now the capital center in landover maryland not very far from here president reagan has got on a 
helicopter with mrs reagan and has flown out to the capitol center at landover to have a substitute celebration 
it is still very very cold in washington this afternoon including the chill 13 degrees below zero and this 
celebration inside the capital center is going to substitute for what 
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center is going to substitute for what was at one point one of the great parades well all these kids with 
trombones who were going to march up pennsylvania avenue look so great couldn't do it so they're going to 
have them all inside in this barn-like arena in the suburbs which normally is filled with basketball hockey ice 
shows and rock stars today they've got the military bands about twelve thousand or fourteen thousand i think 
people in there you can't see them all because it's dark ruffles and flourishes president of arriving ladies and 
gentlemen the president of the united states and mrs reagan [Applause] enthusiastic welcome obviously for 
the president mrs reagan that we're going to be almost 12 000 participants in the parade today this stadium 
seats between 16 and 18 000 with this center and a great many of them many of the young people who had 
come to participate in the inauguration today have gone out there to greet the president and behind him as 
you can see the vice president and mrs bush this afternoon the inaugural committee moved very diligently 
after working for almost a year on getting the inauguration ready they've thrown this together in in 24 hours 
it's exhausted some people they're right now right after the swearing in david mike deaver who's the deputy 
white house chief of staff and he's had a very bad case of flu checked himself into georgetown hospital he's 
going to miss this this afternoon and watch it from everybody else on television mr reagan i have a few words 
to say here during this gathering intimate little gathering in the capital center [Applause] really it's uh the 
celebratory portion of today celebration time to sit back and really enjoy the music there were going to be 57 
bands 
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there were going to be 57 bands originally what you're going to hear first probably is the all-american 
marching band 600 strong peter the trouble with a band like that is so big if you're playing in the back row 
you can't hear what they're playing up front [Music] just before the brass starts 600 students from 27 states 
they've been practicing for less than three weeks and they were supposed to have performed last night at 
the jefferson memorial along with a 3 500 member choir at a youth gala which was also cancelled because of 
the weather directed by dr arthur c partner [Music] sam donaldson is in the hall before they start blowing a 
trumpet sam and we won't be able to hear you where are you and what do you see there well david i'm up 
here in the bleachers along with many of the people who are going to march in the parade as you observe 
the people who are filling the hall of this great sports arena where the washington bullets or the capitals the 
sports teams from the capitol play are people who were going to march in the parade but now they are 
invited guests to watch this uh demonstration that you see now by the all-american marching band i gotta tell 
you that the american flag which is uh the replica furled on stage behind the president and the vice president 
was to be on the last float of the parade it was to be the finale float well necessity is the mother of invention 
and so they have simply lifted the top of the float off and put it as a backdrop for the stage here and i must 
say it's quite colorful [Music] 


02:36:10 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=xBYQePN_UgM&t=9370s 





[Music] well they're aiming the other ways [Music] this is reagan and that blue dress looks like a part of the 
flag [Music] and what may be the first stand still inaugural parade yankee doodle dandy for the president of 
mrs reagan we'll be back in just a minute with more music [Music] abc news coverage of inauguration 85 
continues you've just joined us this is the capitol center in maryland just outside washington this is the all- 
american marching band in a salute to president reagan's [Music] up inauguration 
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up inauguration [Music] 600 and what 45 645 600 6 new york philharmonics in size anyway this is a medley 
that they simply call the music of america [Music] [Applause] president mrs reagan in between them of 
course the president reagan's secret service agent chosen by nancy and mrs mr the music is over a minute 
or so i think he will have a few words to say to this hall full of young people who came to washington 
expecting to march down pennsylvania avenue but being unable to do so because of the bitter cold and the 
fear of frostbite 13 below now is that what they say with a wind chill factor [Music] sam donaldson goes 
where the president goes and he's in the capital center sam who is from holland michigan and uh near grand 
rapids 
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grand rapids uh heather housinger from holland michigan near grand rapids and expected to march in the 
parade were you disappointed when it was canceled yeah very disappointed it's sort of frustrating although 
this is exciting this is exciting but it doesn't take the place of marching down pennsylvania avenue does it no 
not quite on the other hand it's a lot warmer than it would have been today when you heard how cold it was 
going to be what did you think um i i thought we could still do it although i guess it would have been too cold 
you are with how many members of your your band about 147 and where you're staying here in washington 
heather we're staying in maryland what do you think of being here uh with the president reagan and vice 
president bush so close it's exciting it's very exciting i never thought i'd see him thank you very much heather 
housinger of holland michigan gentlemen thank you sam 145 she said i've looking down the list there are 
some huge high school bands from towns not much bigger than the band there's one in which twenty percent 
of the entire population of the town is in the map well david you know we can rather glibly to use the phrase 
uniquely american but as we have a look at how cold it is outside away from that grass sound i must tell you 
after 20 years of travel overseas there is nothing like an american college grasping [Music] [Applause] fair 
loss [Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] 
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you'll hear them again before the afternoon is over there's 16 to 18 000 people who are undoubtedly among 
the favored to be there today 140 000 who'd expected to be at the outdoor ceremony now being introduced 
is ronald walker who's the chairman of the inaugural committee walker thank you oh my goodness what a 
wonderful parade it would have been wouldn't it we made the right decision thank you for your support your 
understanding and god bless all of you on behalf of the general chairman mike beaver the 50th american 
inaugural committee we thank you i now have one of the distinct honors of my life and i would like to 
introduce to you the first lady of the united states of [Music] [Applause] america thank you thank you thank 
you i just uh wanted to tell you how how disappointed we were and i know how disappointed you were 
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were and thousands and thousands of people who were hoping and waiting to see you in the parade um i 
just i and hearing you here as ron said how wonderful it would have been i'm i'm just i know how how hard 
you worked and and how long you worked and i wish it could have been different but you wouldn't have liked 
frostbite so um thank you very much for letting us uh for letting us come out here and and hear you and see 
you and tell you in person how sorry we are and i do thank all of you for for all your work and all everything 
that you've done you've just been wonderful and you are wonderful and we love you [Applause] i forgot 
something i suspect i was supposed to introduce my roommate i think that that'll do to all those people david 
who say that mrs reagan's running the government [Applause] who happens to be my husband who happens 
to be the president of the united states 
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[Applause] oh how could you have forgotten me well good afternoon i'm told that this is the coldest day in 
inauguration history but looking out at all of you i somehow feel there's a lot of warmth inside this building it 
was who would ever thought that i'd be the one standing up and talking while all of you were but almost all of 
you were sitting down and listening just goes to show here in washington things have a way of turning out 
the opposite of how we intend i know you didn't get your chance to salute all of us but i just want you to know 
how happy and how important it was for nancy myself and the vice president and mrs bush to come here to 
salute all of you he you know whether we in all america we're so looking forward to seeing each one of you 
perform and delight us with your wonderful talents and exuberance and what a great american family you are 
because whether you come from as far away as hawaii california texas florida 
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california texas florida [Applause] new york or mississippi or washington or alaska [Applause] where i'm told 
i'm told the team from alaska was the only one that came here and really was and could have gone through 
with the parade because they came with a team of huskies and [Applause] i can't i can't go on naming all 
your states because i know all 50 are represented here and the territories and you represent america at its 
best and you would have given america the greatest show on earth now we were we were all anticipating the 
parade and i was looking forward to every unit i'd heard about all of you and particularly there was one at 
some place in here i think is a band from my home where the town where i was born and with that band was 
going to be the pom-pom girls from the high school dixon illinois where i graduated i want to tell you uh i 
have i have a little knowledge and understanding of some of your problems i was the drum major of the dixon 
ymca boys band and we were and uh i had a brief career because we were asked to 
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were asked to head up the parade in a nearby town on decoration day and i know that everyone was briefed 
about the parade course and everything but i had also been told that a fellow on a white horse was going to 
be out in front and i figured i'll just follow the man on the white horse who can go wrong doing that and i was 
going down the street making with the baton and pretty soon i thought the music was beginning to sound a 
little faint i looked over my shoulder and everybody turned the corner i was going down the wrong street all 
by myself [Applause] i kept right on walking right out of a musical career well we know the tremendous time 


and personal dedication that each of you put into your preparations everything from bad from bake sales to 
getting church and civic groups to help you raise the money to pay your way to the long long hours of 
rehearsal that so that you perform at your very best and i don't want to forget to mention one other very 
important group of participants who are here with us too our united states military personnel [Applause] um 
you know all of them and most of you are about to pretty much the same age group and i just want to say 
something back in world war ii general george marshall was asked by someone what he thought was our 
secret weapon and general marshall said the best damn kids in the world 
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do you know something if he were here today he could say the same thing because you are [Applause] led 
by our military led by paul miller the director of ceremonies and special events for the military district of 
washington deputy parade chairman marine lieutenant colonel frank turner they were a tremendously 
effective organizational team and they would have been there to line your parade route down pennsylvania 
and let me tell you i and all of us up here george and barbara and nancy we were raring to go i went 
searching into the closet i had a pair of long johns i was going to put them on last time i wore them was the 
1980 primary campaign in new hampshire but it would have been a magical moment to tuck away and 
cherish with your loved ones during all your later years but it was not to be and i just hope you understand 
that we only made this decision after we were convinced that it was absolutely necessary to protect your own 
health as well as the health of the thousands who would be lining the parade to watch you believe me we 
had professional medical advice in making that decision but i pledge one thing to all of you today and that is 
to serve with the very best of my abilities and to try during these next four years to live up to the spirits unity 
and pride that you have brought to washington 


02:54:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=xBYQePN_UgM&t=10440s 





that you have brought to washington because that's what makes america the greatest country on earth 
[Applause] there's another thought that i'd like to leave with you and that is that your trip here despite the 
cancellation of the parade is still very worthwhile and important because all of us together have been 
participants in a great miracle of modern history the simple peaceful continuation of power ratifying the 
sovereignty of we the people there has never been a transfer of power by bayonet in america and god willing 
there never will be thomas jefferson once said how little do my countrymen know what precious blessings 
they are in possession of and which no other people on earth enjoy but today we can rejoice that more and 
more people on earth are moving toward democracy and we can rejoice that america a nation still young 
compared to so many others is the oldest most successful republic on earth in in two years we will celebrate 
together the 200th anniversary of our constitution and what a day that will be for parades not only in 
washington dc but all across our land so while we could not go through with today's festivities we can 
celebrate in our hearts the continuation of this wonderful experiment in individual liberty and self-government 
and we can give thanks 
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thanks that we remain today as abraham lincoln said over a hundred years ago the last best hope of man on 
earth god bless you all thank you all again have a safe journey home thank you they had an elaborate set up 
this morning to take all these young musicians and others from their hotels mr president and mr vice 
president we now present the grand finale to your inaugural parade this is the one we had hoped to do for 
you on pennsylvania avenue only now you are riding on our finale float george marshall and said one of the 
great strengths of this country was the best damn kids in the world [Music] oh [Music] in america [Music] 
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is [Music] [Applause] my tennessee um [Music] is [Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] is [Music] is 
[Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] 
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oh that huge flag a huge flag behind the president mrs reagan actually is afloat it was to have been whole 
down pennsylvania avenue today since they couldn't do that they brought it in [Music] of all the here [Music] 
[Applause] [Music] it may be time [Music] [Applause] [Music] always known as number one yesterday [Music] 
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[Music] is [Music] i'm [Applause] [Music] [Applause] so [Applause] [Music] i'm now [Music] [Applause] is 
[Music] something we saw a great deal of during the presidential election campaign the oldest president of 
the united states and much celebrated by you mr president marching band in the singing of our national 
anthem [Music] [Applause] 
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you [Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] [Applause] the national anthem played by the biggest 
band i've ever seen or heard the i might say this is quite a little production to have been put together 
beginning sometime in the middle of the night it's quite true we didn't get our cameras uh any indication we 
might even get our cameras and microphones in there until the middle of the nightly drill we didn't really get 
them in until a few hours ago and if the lighting and so on inside the hole has been less than spectacular 
remember the inaugural committee had no idea of doing this until they cancelled the parade frantically in the 
middle of the night 2 3 a.m they were out here after last night's hockey game they were in this hall trying to 
figure out what to do today and how to do it 
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and how to do it so it was uh considering all that very well done and there's more to come and we will stay 
with it for the remainder of this half hour 76 trombones [Music] we'll be back in just a minute [Music] it's 
amazing how you feel each and every time you taste your play the yogurt of in love friends oh yes it's true 
you can't resist your place creamy smoothness what am i to do the real fruit mixed all through the taste is 
truly extraordinary i can't help it get a little taste of your play the yogurt of france falling in love again [Music] 
what lengths what gorgeous legs i love legs next month you're going to make some succulent chicken 
cacciatore with red sauce smothered in onions so now my little chickadees i'm going to protect you in sick 
tough ziploc freezer bags ziploc bags are a zip to lock in these daylights so your legs won't suffer freeze and 
burn i'll even dare see my lovelies till we eat again ziploc we've got the lock on food protection mastercard fill 
my flat [Music] [Applause] international probably so welcome 
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international probably so welcome your taste is impeccable home is where the card is there are 15 
premature labor centers in illinois the problem can be getting there in time but in illinois a special helicopter is 
helping it's made with kevlar a super strong super light dupont product which helps make it light enough to 
carry doctors nurses even an incubator just in case time runs out for aeronautics dupont kevlar is a major 
advance but for certain mothers it's a major miracle dupont better things for better living abc news coverage 
of inauguration 85 continues at the capitol center in landover maryland just outside washington a salute to 
the president the all-american college band the stars instruct forever time [Music] 
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[Music] i [Music] foreign [Music] by the all-american college marching band gentlemen one final reminder 
washington has warm weather too and the cherry blossoms are gorgeous in the springtime to pay us a visit 
very soon good news too little commercials for washington in the spring which seems a very long way off at 
this time but as the president said it seems extremely 
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the president said it seems extremely warm in sentimentality as well as temperature in that stadium sam are 
you still there i am peter this wasn't the parade but it was colorful and it was certainly noisy and that's over 
half of what you want from a parade i was struck in this ceremony in this little observance but the fact that the 
patriotic fervor with which mr reagan campaigned last fall so successfully he carries forward and certainly 
this inaugural is surrounded by the trappings of the flag and patriotism and songs such as god bless the usa i 
think it's entirely appropriate here on inaugural day but it does remind us once again of how mr reagan is 
able to so successfully wrap the country around him he is uncle sam and he becomes then the 
personification of all that is good about america makes us feel good about ourselves and at the same time he 
of course makes us feel good about his program there he is getting into his helicopter for the fairly short ride 
back to the white house south lawn he and mrs reagan came and they're going to depart by helicopter once 
again he is the united states the great seal of the presidency of the united states is on that helicopter and he 
has projected that so successfully again today sam as you point out he dominates the political scene in the 
country like no other president really in or like few modern presidents have our polls certainly all in the last 
few days which we've taken and perhaps not uncharacteristic at a time when the country has just voted him 
back into office but 69 percent of those people we asked across the country think the president is doing a 
first-class job of the president this day of course is not over for him and mrs reagan seems to me they add 
more inaugural gala balls with every inauguration there are nine throughout the district of columbia tonight 
and the president and mrs reagan are going to try to attend if not all most of them they say they're going to 
try and make 
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they say they're going to try and make all of them [Music] helicopters in the parking lot of the capital center 
which lies beside the no doubt famous beltway and take him back to the white house in probably about five 
minutes [Music] i say no president ever has to sit in a traffic jam or wait for a red light well i get the feeling 
david that it's sort of been one of those all is not lost days by any means give you an example there were a 
thousand box lunches made up for the dc police officers and they are all going to be donated to the shelters 
for the homeless president mrs reagan lifting off to go back to the white house to the south lawn and prepare 
for tonight's inaugural galas we will be right back after these messages and the word from your local station 
[Music] the 50th inaugural we're back it's coming down toward the end now except for the nine inaugural 
balls to be held tonight it has cost a great deal the last we heard this may have changed the last we heard 
they expected to pay it all or even to show a profit from the sale of tickets and so on and from donations here 
and there including for example 47 white chrysler automobiles which they said are exactly like those 
advertised by ricardo montalban on television after the inaugural they will be sold and they expect to sell 
them for a little higher price because they can say sir this this convertible was used in a presidential 
inaugural parade well no it wasn't but they could say it anyway you were a bottomless pond david of 
information you're not going to make a lot of money because uh one of the things they made very clear today 
is that people who did not get a chance to go to the inauguration are going to get some of their money back 
we ask sheila cass to put together a piece as to how much this is really going to cost when it's all over 
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it was to be the best organized inauguration day in history with the tightest security and the snappiest of 
precision parades 2259 military personnel practicing to march in drill units and vans along with 287 civilians 
and 21 dogs everything was built and the inaugural committee thought everything was paid for but then arctic 
air known as the alberta clipper blew all the plans upside down it threatens to plunge this inaugural 
committee of republican businessmen so proud of being in the black into the red this is a costly development 
we will deal with it the best we can we hope that we've raised sufficient funds to cover all of our costs not be 
in the red but it's not it's not possible to know they don't save any money by not holding the parade it's all 
spent already a million dollars for the presidential reviewing stand two hundred thirty nine thousand dollars in 
taxpayers money for the outdoor platform where the president was to take the oath and an untold amount of 
money to plan very strict security but now the committee is offering to refund money to anyone who bought a 
ticket to the parade they sold 25 000 tickets at fifty seventy five or one hundred dollars if all those purchasers 


want their money back it will cost eight hundred forty four thousand dollars in addition to its losses in ticket 
sales the committee doesn't know how much it will cost to stage a hastily planned replacement event at an 
indoor arena in the washington suburbs still this committee has shown itself skillful in raising money if today's 
events push its accounts into the red it will have to ask its often willing donors to dig a little deeper gentlemen 
sheila thank you now we're going to a george will and to sandra van oaker coming to an end what are you 
what are your thoughts as we wind this up george well david the world is divided by no means evenly 
between those who can and those who cannot get enough of bans and john philip souza i'm in the latter 
group and this is a good day for those of us who like bands watching those faces out there that the 
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watching those faces out there that the absolute enjoyment of those young people i'm reminded of the 
difference between the way americans talk and the way they actually think about their government 
americans feel it's a sort of duty to say they don't like washington and they don't like the federal government 
but they certainly seize every opportunity to come here on pilgrimages and i think that's exactly the word 
what we've seen today is a kind of secular religion it's a it's a civic liturgy where we as a great vast country 
with very different origins and very different interests and regional differences come together and celebrate 
shared values you'll see it in the spring as the high schools come for their senior class trips and the buses 
snake their way down pennsylvania avenue looking like a giant wonderful metal coral snake americans talk a 
tough game against washington but when they get here they enjoy it sandy i think that uh not to end on too 
uh unenthusiastic a note i agree with everything that george said i think that there's a certain poignancy 
about today for ronald reagan and mrs reagan because i think never will our popularity never will his power 
be greater than it is today and i don't predict that in the second term things are going to get very bad for him 
but things are going to be different in the second term he will have to take responsibility which most of the 
time i think he escaped in the first term in the phrase of a premiere of france mondes france to governors to 
choose ronald reagan's going to have to make some very hard choices on the economy on arms 
negotiations and it may be that we'll all take pleasure in remembering this day as the day that ronald reagan 
stood supreme before the natural effects of political decay i think are going to start and almost when the 
congress uh meets with him next month in the state of the union general sandy george thank you very much 
we'll be back in just a minute a glimpse of the american presidency from general motors abraham lincoln's 
dream was to save the union wilson's was to bring america into the league of nations 
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league of nations roosevelt's dream was to get us out of a great depression like other dreams presidential 
dreams don't always come true but speaking the dream is one of the most important jobs a president has 
what you can do for your country [Music] precise measurements perfect fits flawless services general motors 
employees are committed to giving you nothing less and when the shift ends their drive for quality continues 
because gm people sign up to take one of the cars home to evaluate this kind of extra involvement helps 
build better cars nobody sweats the details like gm since um helicopters arrive back at the white house safely 
soundly and he'll be back inside in the warmth shortly um it's been interesting to see the military services 
helped to organize all of the parade which was not held then they helped to organize the substitute for the 
parade they were to have i believe seven bands of their own in the parade plus marching units so i think at 
least in terms of numbers that adds up to the biggest military operations since the invasion of grenada peter i 
can't comment on that but you know your figures are usually absolutely absolutely perfect i think the most 
interesting thing is that i find about listening to the president today and and sam has touched on it george 
willis touched on it this is this evocation that the president creates of of the country and washington 
separately he campaigned against washington four years ago four years ago four years later he was going 
into a second term still campaigning to some extent against washington when he is washington do you find 
that um a neat trick well i think every you know the uh the city of washington is a new convention center 
which is very large very elaborate very lavish and they wanted to have one or both of the political 
conventions here the republican democratic went san francisco and dallas instead 
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and dallas instead because they didn't want to associate themselves too closely with washington the thinking 
was if we have our convention in washington they might blame us for it well everybody hates the us 
government or says he does washington on the other hand is a beautiful city which has many attractive 
features which people like to see and reagan is able to appeal to a basic love of the of our country that lies in 
almost all of us regardless of how critical we made it he is uh he is a genius act we saw it today in the uh in 
his inaugural speech and has talked to those kids in the convention center there are also some other i think 
differences between now and four years ago four years ago he did not mention the soviet union by name if 
frank election serves me correctly in his inaugural speech today he does clearly makes that clear as he did 
even before today's speech that this was the the principal element of foreign policy um but there have been 
some things that we haven't paid much attention to there was a counter-inaugural demonstration here the 
other day led by jesse jackson which did not attract very many people and in all of the polls recently which 
have shown the president to be standing so high on domestic and foreign policy there is still this element that 
he cannot do much about poverty there is a consciousness in the country that there is a growing disparity 
between rich and poor one of the challenges i think the president will have in the next four years is to 
overcome this image which i think still clings to him that he is the president of the better off not the lesser of 
um probably he'll never overcome it though he will continue to deny it today for example or yesterday i guess 
it was one of the republicans who came here to grow up not to blow a trombone just come he said it was a 
pleasure to be here at a time when the politicians were number one not trying to get his vote and not trying to 
get his money as he said this is the least cynical day in washington's year it's probably right quite indeed we 
will have more coverage of the inauguration day on world news tonight and there will be continuing coverage 
of the inauguration celebrations on nightline tonight including coverage of some of the 
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including coverage of some of the inaugural gala bowls we thank you for joining us for david brinkley i'm 
peter jennings we'll see you later have a nice afternoon 85 came to you from abc news in washington this 
has been a presentation of abc news you 


END 


